
As part of her 2025 State of the State,
Governor Kathy Hochul this week pro-
posed a major investment in Hudson
Valley rail service that would increase
capacity, reduce delays, improve safety
and cut potential travel times by up to 15
minutes each way for certain trips, as well
as shorten “super-express” Metro-North
Hudson Line trips to less than 90 minutes.
The proposal includes planning, evalua-
tion and design for a set of rail infrastruc-
ture capital improvements between New
York City and Poughkeepsie, including
projects such as a second track at Spuyten
Duyvil, interlocking, signaling and track-
work at Croton Harmon, and capacity
improvements at Poughkeepsie Yard. In

addition, the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (MTA) will execute a signaling
redesign near Yonkers and climate
resilience investments in the most vulner-
able and highest ridership segments of the
Hudson Line.

“Hudson Valley commuters deserve
fast, high quality rail service they can
count on, and the investments I am pro-
posing we make today will drive transfor-
mational change for generations to
come,” Hochul said. “Over the coming
years, these much-needed infrastructure
improvements will allow us to modernize
our rail system, increase connectivity,
reduce travel time and strengthen eco-
nomic connections across the region.

With these proposals, we are laying the
groundwork to deliver faster and more
reliable rail service for suburban and rural
commuters across the Hudson Valley and
beyond.”

As part of an allocation anticipated to
be available for regional investments in
its 2025-29 capital plan, the MTA will
evaluate and design other potential rail
improvements, such as adding a third
track to the Metro-North Harlem Line or
connecting Hudson Line service to Penn
Station for a one-seat commute to
Manhattan’s West Side. In partnership
with NYSDOT, the MTA will also estab-
lish a regional rail working group with

By Kristine Coulter

Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter,
the longest-living American president,
died on Dec. 29, 2024 at the age of 100 at
his home in Plains, Georgia. The official
state funeral for the former president will
be held on Jan. 9, a day that President Joe
Biden has declared a national day of
mourning. The funeral will take place at
the Washington National Cathedral in
Washington D.C. James Earl Carter Jr.,
who went on to serve in the U.S. Navy,
was born on Oct. 1, 1924.

Habitat for Humanity of Dutchess
County employees and volunteers joined
the world in mourning the death of the
39th president of the United States.

Maureen Brennan Lashlee, CEO of
Habitat Dutchess, told Northern Dutchess
News the day after it was announced that
the former president died, “I did get to

meet him at my first ever conference in
2013. He and Rosalynn came to speak. I
met him as part of a group. It was a great
honor, and I was very grateful for it.”

Carter and his wife, Rosalynn – who
were wed for 77 years until the former
first lady’s passing at the age of 96 in
2023 – served Habitat by building houses

across the world until 2019, it was stated.
President Carter served as a member of

the international organization’s board of
directors from 1984 to 1987, according to
Habitat Dutchess.

Jonathan Reckford, CEO of Habitat

DC Sports Hall
of Fame honors
trailblazer Zerbe

By Rich Thomaselli

She is an icon of women’s athlet-
ics in the Hudson Valley.

There are arguably few coaches
who have blazed more of a trail for
female athletes in the area.

Pat Zerbe tops the list. And now
she is being honored for all of her
efforts.

Officials of the Sports Museum of
Dutchess County said the curation of
the Pat Zerbe Women’s Room, an
exhibit to celebrate generations of
women in Dutchess County sports
history, is being constructed.

“It’s truly an honor,” said the long-
time Arlington High School and
Dutchess Community College tennis
coach.

Zerbe has made an impact on local
athletics and culture for decades. The
museum will be collecting artifacts
(photographs, equipment, newspaper
clippings, medals/trophies, etc.) to
display in the women’s room.

It’s not like she wasn’t born for
this.

Zerbe has spent the better part of
the last half-century being a player,
coach and trailblazer for women’s
athletics. She broke the gender 
barrier in the area at age 11 when she
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REMEMBERING PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER: 1924-2024

Hochul proposes major investment in HV
rail service as part of 2025 State of the State

continued on page 3

continued on page 2

From left: President Jimmy Carter makes remarks at a Habitat for Humanity project in New
York City in 1985. The project would become known as the first Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter
Work Project. President Carter and First Lady Rosalynn Carter work together on a Habitat for
Humanity project. Courtesy photos from Habitat for Humanity website

39th president devoted post-political
life to humanitarian causes

continued on page 2
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Pat Zerbe. Courtesy photo

“Every human being
has within himself or
herself a desire to

reach out to others”
Jimmy Carter
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tried out for Little League Baseball at a
time when most teams and accepted girls
only for softball. Naturally, she down-
plays the achievement.

“I just wanted to play,” she said.
She did much more than that, creating

a legacy that few can match. That
includes her time as the girls basketball
coach at Arlington. This set the stage for
a lifetime dedicated to breaking gender
barriers in sports. Throughout her long

association with Duchess Community
College and other local organizations, Pat
has been a driving force in creating
opportunities for women in Hudson
Valley sports.

Her exploits and achievements and
ability to set precedents are legendary.
She has opened doors for hundreds. A
scholarship in her name has been estab-
lished at DCC.

DC Sports Hall of Fame honors
trailblazer Zerbe
continued from cover

NY Transco names Red Hook resident Andrew Welch 
as recipient of inaugural Innovator of the Year Award
New York Transco, the New York-

based owner, operator and developer of
bulk electric transmission facilities,
marked its 10th anniversary as a leader in
electric transmission success by awarding
its inaugural Innovator of the Year Award
to Red Hook resident Andrew Welch, the
company’s Director of Operations and
Maintenance.

The Innovator of the Year Award will
be presented annually to a New York
Transco employee who exemplifies the
company’s commitment to creatively
improving or advancing design, imple-
mentation, processes, and/or problem
solving related to a core business function
that benefits customers, communities, or
the environment.

Welch was honored for leading the
development of a specialized tool and
method of cleaning transmission lines,
while the line is energized, to minimize
corona and any potential disruption to the
area community. Corona is a common
noise – a cracking or humming – that
occurs when the air in close proximity to
a transmission line becomes ionized by
electricity emanating from the line. Dirt,
dust, and abrasions on the surface of the
line can intensify the sound, as can rain
and humidity. Welch and his team devel-
oped a customized brush that, used in tan-
dem with a hot stick and a corona camera,
has proven effective at minimizing the
noise without waiting until the line is
taken out of service as has traditionally
been required.

“Andrew was presented with a chal-
lenge and didn’t stop working on it until

he found a solution,” said New York
Transco President Victor Mullin. “His
effort epitomizes what our Innovator of
the Year Award is all about and exempli-
fies New York Transco’s commitment to
designing, building and operating trans-
mission infrastructure that does its job
safely, efficiently and with minimal dis-
ruption to line neighbors and the sur-
rounding community and environment.
We are thrilled to name Andrew the inau-
gural recipient of this honor.”

“I’m just doing my job to make sure
our communities are safe and we can all
go about everyday life,” said award recip-
ient Andrew Welch. “I come from a long
line of family that has worked in this
industry and we’ve all been drawn to bet-
ter serving our communities and the com-
plexity of the work; it is very fulfilling,
and I’m honored to be recognized for
doing what I love.”

A native Long Islander, Andrew, his
wife and two children have called Red
Hook home for nearly a decade. Andrew
has served in the electrical industry for
over 25 years, previously working for
Central Hudson Electric & Gas. Andrew
has been employed at New York Transco
since December 2020.

“Working on New York Transco’s
New York Energy Solution (NYES) proj-
ect was the pinnacle of my career thus
far,” stated Mr. Welch. “I’m very proud of
my work and it’s a real full circle moment
to be able to drive by the NYES assets
with my kids and point out all of the ways
this is helping our area and New York as
a whole.”

New York Transco president Victor Mullin, left, presents the company’s Innovator of the
Year Award to Director of Operations and Maintenance Andrew Welch of Red Hook.
Courtesy photo
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Hochul proposes major investment
in HV rail service...
continued from cover

New Jersey, Connecticut and rail part-
ners, to promote better coordination on
interoperability, ticketing, schedules and
customer interfaces. This group will also
develop plans to make travel by Metro-
North or Long Island Railroad to MetLife
Stadium as seamless as possible for the
2026 World Cup and explore future
opportunities to further integrate regional
travel.

Hochul believes even more can be
done to enhance service and deliver for
riders on both sides of the Hudson River.
Building off a pilot program to enhance
the reach of Metro-North west of the
Hudson River with ticketing, ferry and
parking incentives, New York will also
conduct a transit analysis with expert
advisors to propose and evaluate addi-
tional recommendations to expand and
maximize the impact of rail service and
look at opportunities for other types of
commuter transit for New Yorkers living
west of the river and working in New
York City. That analysis will include a
major employer and destination review in
Orange County, exploring options like
shuttle bus service timed with Port Jervis
Line trains to attractions like Woodbury
Commons, Legoland, Storm King,
Renaissance Fair, and Stewart Airport.

This week’s announcement builds off
major regional rail investments delivered
during Governor Hochul's term, including
the delivery of the LIRR Third Track and
the historic opening of Grand Central
Madison, which introduced new commut-
ing opportunities on the LIRR, enhanced
New York’s regional connectivity, and
expanded service by 40 percent.

State Department of Transportation
Commissioner Marie Therese
Dominguez said, “Everyone deserves
reliable, high quality passenger rail 
service, and Governor Hochul’s targeted
investments in the Hudson Valley rail 
network will significantly enhance the
rail experience for thousands of passen-
gers who rely on this service every day.
When we invest in rail and transit, we are
investing in environmentally friendly,
dependable and safe modes of transporta-
tion. NYSDOT is proud to help 

spearhead these investments on our state-
supported Amtrak services, and we look
forward to partnering with the MTA on
separate enhancements to Metro-North
services along the Hudson Line rail corri-
dor. New Yorkers deserve nothing less.”

MTA Chair and CEO Janno Lieber
said, “Metro-North is the economic back-
bone of the lower Hudson Valley, and
these are smart targeted investments to
protect its future and record-setting 98+
percent on-time performance. In the age
of climate change, resiliency is especially
important, and Governor Hochul has
shown she gets it intuitively.”

MTA Metro-North Railroad President
Catherine Rinaldi said, “Weather-related
events in recent years have shown the
importance of climate resiliency on the
Hudson Line, and we are thrilled by these
upgrades which will enable continuing
reliability of Metro-North service for the
Hudson Valley. I greatly appreciate
Governor Hochul’s support for these
improvements, which will support the
economy of the Hudson Valley.”

Poughkeepsie Mayor Yvonne Flowers
said, “I'm excited to hear that Governor
Hochul wants to invest in the Hudson
Valley rail service between Poughkeepsie
and New York City. The Governor's com-
mitment to improve the connection
between the City of Poughkeepsie and
New York City means more opportunities
for our residents, stronger support for our
local businesses, and a safer and faster
commute to and from NYC. This invest-
ment helps our community thrive and
stay connected in ways that matter.”

Beacon Mayor Lee Kyriacou said,
“Thank you Governor Hochul for propos-
ing these major rail investments along the
Hudson Line — which improve the com-
munities and day-to-day lives of so many
of us in the Hudson Valley. As a Beacon
to New York City commuter for more
than thirty years — and a rider on the
“super-express” peak hour trains to
Beacon — I know first hand the impor-
tance of frequent and fast rail service,
which allows so many to earn a living at
work and enjoy family life at home.”
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Remembering President Jimmy Carter: 1924-2024
continued from cover

for Humanity International, explained in
a statement, “President and Mrs. Carter
began volunteering with Habitat for
Humanity near their home in southwest
Georgia, soon bringing worldwide atten-
tion to the need for decent and affordable
housing. We are grateful for the incredi-
ble impact the Carters have had on
Habitat and on the families who have
benefited from their shining example.
The Carters put Habitat for Humanity on
the map, and their legacy will live on in
every family we serve around the world.”

Lashlee said in a statement emailed by
Habitat Dutchess, “The local affiliate was
incorporated at about the same time
President and Mrs. Carter began their
lifelong commitment to Habitat home-
ownership. As we remember President
Carter’s [service] leadership, we give
thanks he chose to put God’s love into
action advocating for policies and
resources to assure an opportunity for
everyone to become a homeowner. He
gave of his time, talent and treasure
unselfishly and unceasingly.”

According to Habitat Dutchess, the
former president and his wife served as
Habitat for Humanity’s most famous vol-
unteers for more than the 35 years and
helped to build affordable housing with
the organization.

“We are deeply saddened by President
Carter’s passing, and our prayers are with
the rest of the Carter family,” said
Reckford.

In 1984, it was stated, the Carters
began volunteering with Habitat in
Americus, Georgia.

Carter, who served the country as pres-
ident from 1977-1981, gave of his time
on New York City’s Lower East Side ren-
ovating an abandoned building in part-
nership with families in need of afford-
able housing, it was noted. That site
became the first Jimmy Carter Work
Project (later renamed the Jimmy &
Rosalynn Carter Work Project). 

It was announced on the Carter Work
Project-Habitat for Humanity website,
“Please know that the 2025 Jimmy &
Rosalynn Carter Work Project, taking
place in Austin, Texas, on Oct. 26-31, is
continuing as planned. We know
President Carter wouldn’t want it any
other way.”

In 2016, Habitat named President and
Mrs. Carter as the inaugural Habitat
Humanitarians.

The statement from Habitat Dutchess
included the following remarks once stat-
ed by the late president: “I think every
human being has within himself or her-
self a desire to reach out to others and to
share some of our blessings with those
who are in need.” The remarks from
Carter continued, “What’s opened up that
avenue for me and my wife and hundreds
and thousands of others is Habitat for
Humanity. It makes it easy for us to reach
out and work side by side with the home-
owner who’s never had a decent house,
perhaps. I haven’t been on a Habitat proj-
ect that I wasn’t thrilled and inspired, and
wept.”

According to Habitat Dutchess, “Over
the last three decades, the Carter Work
Project has touched lives around the
world by inspiring more than 108,000
volunteers across the U.S. and in 14

countries to build, renovate and repair
4,447 Habitat homes. Since its founding
in 1976, Habitat has served more than 62
million people around the world.”

Politicians react 
to former president’s death

Rep. Pat Ryan (NY-18) posted to
social media Dec. 30, “My heart is with
the Carter family — I hope they find
comfort in knowing President Carter
lived his life truly to the fullest, always in
service of the American people. May he
rest in peace.”

“My thoughts are with the Carter fam-
ily during this difficult time. President
Carter will long be remembered for his
sincerity, decency, and compassion for
his fellow Americans. He extolled these
virtues before, during, and after his pres-
idency,” Rep. Mike Lawler (NY-17) stat-
ed in a post on his Facebook page.

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer stated on
social media, “As we remember
President Carter’s extraordinary life, we
also honor the countless lives he touched
through his vision and generosity. My
thoughts are with the Carter family and
all those mourning this incredible man.
May his memory be a blessing and an
enduring reminder of what it means to
truly serve.”

The Democrat defeated President
Gerald Ford in the 1976 presidential 
election.

Carter brought together the leaders of
Egypt and Israel, Anwar Sadat and
Menachem Begin, while he was in office.
The Camp David accords were signed in
1978 and was a highlight of his time in
office.

In 1980, Ronald Reagan, a former
Republican governor of California,
defeated Carter, in part due to the econo-
my and the Iran hostage crisis.

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand stated
in a statement on the death of President
Carter: “President Jimmy Carter was a
devoted public servant, a lifelong activist,
and a prolific humanitarian. I am devas-
tated to hear of his passing, but I know
that his legacy will live on through the
work of the Carter Center and the thou-
sands of people he influenced throughout
his life. My thoughts are with his family
today.” Gillibrand’s statement concluded,
“He will be deeply missed.”

Carter won the Nobel Peace Prize in
2002 for his humanitarian work. 

Officials from the Town of Fishkill
sent out a statement, which partially stat-
ed, “Pres. Carter lived a life that exempli-
fied the principles of public service,
humility and a genuine desire to help oth-
ers. One of four American presidents to
win the Nobel Peace Prize, his humani-
tarian achievements outside of politics
are as noteworthy as his peacemaking
efforts while president from 1977 to
1981. From the Camp David Accords to
building houses for the poor well into his
90s, Pres. Carter’s life was testament to
his faith, his family, and his dedication to
others.”

A post on the Town of East Fishkill’s
Facebook page has an American flag with
the words “In Remembrance of President
Carter.”

Town of Wappinger Supervisor Joseph
Cavaccini posted to social media, in part,
“President Carter’s lifetime of service,

compassion, and dedication to humani-
tarian efforts has left an indelible mark on
our nation and the world. His commit-
ment to peace, human rights, and the bet-
terment of society will continue to inspire
us all.”

It was announced the flags outside of
Wappipnger Town Hall and in the town
of Fishkill will be lowered to half-staff in
honor of the former president.

Governor Kathy Hochul also
announced that flags will be flown at
half-staff in honor of President Carter.

“President Jimmy Carter embodied
decency and integrity throughout his life
of public service,” Hochul said in the
announcement. “I’ll never forget as a
teenager meeting him in Buffalo. He was
an inspiration to me and so many

Americans. Our hearts are with the Carter
family during this difficult time.”

President Carter is survived by his
children Jack, Chip, Jeff and Amy; 11
grandchildren; and 14 great-grandchil-
dren.

On the Carter Work Project site, there
is a Q&A with the former president.

The former president was asked,
“What would you say to the next genera-
tion to help encourage them to serve?
How does service impact our collective
future?”

President Carter replied, “Enjoy your
American freedom, and utilize it to
expand your own opportunities and God-
given talents as much as possible. You
will find that these investments in helping
others will always pay rich dividends.”

From top: President Jimmy Carter
waves from Air Force One, May 17,
1977. Courtesy photo from Jimmy
Carter Presidential Library and
Museum. Egyptian President Anwar
Sadat (from left), U.S. President
Jimmy Carter, and Israeli Prime
Minister Menachem Begin make a
three-way handshake at the signing
of the Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty
on the White House Lawn on March
16, 1979. Courtesy photo from The
Jimmy Carter Library. President
Jimmy Carter receives the Nobel
Peace Prize during the Nobel Peace
Prize Ceremony Dec. 10, 2002 in
Oslo, Norway. Courtesy photo from
The Carter Center



Lennon’s ‘Imagine’ still rings true today
To the editor:
For the coming New Year I would like to quote (my abridged

version of) John Lennon’s “Imagine.”
Imagine there’s no countries
It isn’t hard to do
Nothing to kill or die for
And no religion, too
Imagine all the people
Livin’ life in peace
You may say I’m a dreamer
But I’m not the only one
I hope someday you’ll join us
And the world will be as one
Imagine no possessions
I wonder if you can
No need for greed or hunger
A brotherhood of man
Imagine all the people
Sharing all the world
You may say I’m a dreamer
But I’m not the only one
I hope someday you’ll join us
And the world will live as one.
He finished composing this song in early 1971 … over 50

years ago.
If we each do more than just imagine, or at least imagine even

harder… just love.
Claudia Gorman

Poughkeepsie

US has turned from ‘savior’ to ‘executioner’
To the editor:
My uncle liberated Dachau at the end of WW II. After four

years of combat, he had lost much of his emotional response to
anything, a classic case of PTSD. Only once he did talk about
the Dachau survivors and how hard it was to keep them alive.
They were nothing but skin and bones.

My uncle was proud of what he did there. His army had done
the right thing, and brought an end to the Third Reich and its
nightmare of exterminations. At least he had that to comfort
himself for all those years in a foxhole. He was on the right side
of history.

How different our world is from his. Now the US is arming
and funding an actual genocide in Gaza. Hoards of Palestinian
children roam their cratered world, just looking for something to
eat. They could be from Dachau, emaciated skeletons of their
former selves. By the tens of thousands these Palestinian chil-
dren bear witness to how our nation has gone from savior of the
innocent to executioner.

My uncle wouldn’t have believed it possible, that his beloved
country could have turned into a champion of apartheid and
genocide. He wouldn’t have understood how the Israel Lobby
was allowed to spend $36 million on the last election, much
more than the “contributions” of even the US weapons makers
(OpenSecrets.org). He would find himself adrift in a world
where money can buy one’s soul. Where “never again” is a
quaint reminder of a forgotten time.

Fred Nagel
Rhinebeck

Federal government has not followed through 
on enforcement of immigration laws

To the editor:
In his December 18 “Get Growing!” column, Mark Adams

omits a couple important facts concerning the Immigration
Reform and Control Act (IRCA). The IRCA’s legislative com-
promise traded immediate amnesty for long term enforcement
of our immigration laws. Unfortunately, the federal government
has not followed through on enforcement.

The IRCA’s sponsors, Senator Alan Simpson and
Representative Romano Mazzoli, acknowledged that funding
for enforcement and border security has been insufficient. They
also recognized the inadequacy of employer restrictions, allow-
ing businesses to accept easily forged documents. The result has
been a dramatic increase in illegal immigration, exactly the
opposite outcome that President Reagan intended when he
signed the IRCA into law. Hopefully, the incoming administra-
tion will step up border and workplace enforcement.

Employers have an alternative to easily forged documents.
Ethical employers use the voluntary e-Verify program to con-
firm employment eligibility. Mandating use of e-Verify would
plug the IRCA’s documentation loophole. This would reduce
greatly the availability of employment to illegal immigrants,
reducing the incentive to sneak across our country’s borders.

Richard Trent
Poughkeepsie

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

NOTE: Letters to the Editor do not necessarily reflect the views of the Northern Dutchess News.
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Town of Clinton sets meetings
to explore participation in CCA

electricity supply program
First session scheduled Jan. 11

The Town of Clinton is exploring par-
ticipation in an upcoming bid for an elec-
tricity supply contract through the
Hudson Valley Community Power pro-
gram. This Community Choice
Aggregation (CCA) electricity supply
program enables municipal leaders to
leverage the purchasing power of resi-
dents and small businesses to negotiate
competitive rates for their electricity sup-
ply, protect consumers, and support
renewable generation sources.

If the municipality selects an electrici-
ty supplier, eligible residents and busi-
nesses will receive a letter this coming
spring with information about the pro-
gram, their choices and information about
how to opt-out.

Learn more about the program at any
of these events:

Saturday, Jan. 11, noon - in-person or
hybrid Attend in person: Town Hall, 1215
Centre Road (County Route 18),
Rhinebeck. Join Zoom Meeting:

www.bit.ly/clint111, or call: 1 929 205
6099 / Meeting ID: 859 4724 5115

Thursday, Jan. 16, 6:30 p.m. - online
only. Join Zoom Meeting:
www.bit.ly/clint116, or call: 1 929 205
6099 / Meeting ID: 811 4479 7228

Thursday, Feb. 6, 6 p.m. - in-person or
hybrid. Join in person: Town Hall, 1215
Centre Road (County Route 18),
Rhinebeck. Join Zoom Meeting:
www.bit.ly/clint26, or call: 1 929 205
6099 / Meeting ID: 810 9879 7264

You can also find more information 
at www.hudsonvalleycommunitypowe
r.com/events or call the helpline at (845)
859-9099 or email info@hudsonvalley
communitypower.com.

NORTHERN
DUTCHESS NEWS

ALL LOCAL ~ ALL THE TIME

www.sdutchessnews.com
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Aymar-Blair takes oath of office 
as Dutchess County Comptroller

A crowd of over 150 people, including
family, friends, elected officials, and
community leaders, gathered at Tymor
Park in Union Vale to support Dan
Aymar-Blair as he took the oath of office
as Dutchess County Comptroller on
Saturday, January 4. The event celebrated
Aymar-Blair’s commitment to public
service and the beginning of his tenure as
Comptroller.

New York State Comptroller Tom
DiNapoli administered the oath of office
during the ceremony, which featured
remarks from several distinguished
speakers, including New York State
Senator Michelle Hinchey, City of
Poughkeepsie Mayor Yvonne Flowers,
and Town of Poughkeepsie Supervisor
Rebecca Edwards. The event was emceed
by NYS Deputy Comptroller Robin Lois,
who served as Dutchess Comptroller
from 2018-2023. Sheriff Kirk Imperati
called the Presentation of Colors by the
Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office.

Aymar-Blair brings over two decades
of experience in municipal finance to the
Dutchess Comptroller’s Office, including
overseeing business operations for New
York City Public Schools’ special educa-
tion program, and serving on the Beacon
City Council. He stepped down from
both roles to dedicate himself fully to his
responsibilities as Dutchess County
Comptroller.

Reflecting on his new role,

Aymar-Blair said, “I am deeply honored
to serve as Dutchess County Comptroller
and humbled by the trust the people of
this County have placed in me. My job as
Comptroller is to help County govern-
ment work better, and that means improv-
ing efficiency—getting more public serv-
ice from every public dollar. The people
of Dutchess County want careful analysis
and oversight, and I will go to every
length to give it to them.

At a time when people are losing faith
in institutions and government, Dutchess
County has an opportunity to show that
good people coming together and work-
ing hard to solve our shared problems is
what good government is all about. I am
excited to have the opportunity to work
with County Executive Sue Serino and
my other colleagues to do just that.”

Comptroller DiNapoli said, “It was
my honor to swear-in Dan Aymar-Blair
today in Union Vale as he took the oath of
office as the new Dutchess County
Comptroller. I look forward to working
with him to provide fiscal transparency
and protect taxpayer dollars.”

Senator Hinchey said, “Integrity and
transparency are the foundation of good
government, and I’m excited to see Dan
Aymar-Blair bring both, along with a
fresh perspective, to his role as the new
Dutchess County Comptroller. I’m confi-
dent in his commitment to safeguarding
the County’s financial health and 

Dan Aymar-Blair took the oath of office as Dutchess County Comptroller on Saturday, Jan. 4.
From left are County Clerk Brad Kendall, County Executive Sue Serino, Aymar-Blair and
District Attorney Anthony Parisi. Photo by Mike Lawrie

ensuring that every dollar serves the bet-
terment of our community. I look forward
to working together to strengthen
Dutchess County’s future.

County Executive Serino said,
“Congratulations to Dan Aymar-Blair as
he is sworn-in as Dutchess County’s next
Comptroller. He joins a County
Government team dedicated to serving
our residents and protecting the tax dol-

lars they entrust to us for vital programs
and services. We look forward to working
collaboratively with Dan to continue to
provide transparency and accountability
for all Dutchess County Residents.”

Aymar-Blair will serve out the remain-
der of former Comptroller Robin Lois’
term. He has pledged to focus on enhanc-
ing financial oversight and transparency,
as well as protecting Dutchess tax dollars.

Dover man arrested
after standoff

The Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office
reports the arrest of Richard P. Danko, age
36 of Dover Plains, at approximately 1:20
p.m. on Jan. 1, 2025 as the result of a com-
plaint and subsequent standoff in the Town
of Dover.

At approximately 6:10 a.m. on Jan. 1,
deputies responded to 16 Old State Route
22 in Dover for a report of someone having
been threatened with a shotgun. Upon
arrival Mr. Danko was identified as a pos-
sible suspect in the complaint; however, he
allegedly refused to cooperate with the
investigation and fled into a residence.
After approximately five hours of attempt-
ed but unsuccessful negotiation with Mr.
Danko, members of the Sheriff’s Office’s
Emergency Services Unit entered the resi-
dence and took him into custody without
further incident.

Prior to the standoff, Mr. Danko was
also wanted on a warrant for reckless
endangerment stemming from a previous
unrelated incident. At this time he has been
charged with the following in connection
with both the pre-existing warrant and
standoff incident:

• Criminal possession of a weapon 3rd
degree – Felony

• Criminal contempt 2nd degree –
Misdemeanor

• Menacing 2nd degree – Misdemeanor
• Resisting arrest – Misdemeanor
• Bail jumping – Misdemeanor
After being processed, Mr. Danko was

arraigned before the Town of Dover Court
and remanded to the Dutchess County
Justice and Transition Center in lieu of
$10,000 cash bail. NOTE: On Jan. 1, Mr.
Danko was only arraigned on the warrant
and bail jumping charge; the other charges
were lodged after the arraignment.

Numerous Sheriff’s Office personnel
and units responded to the scene and con-
tributed to the successful outcome of the
incident to include Patrol, Detectives,

Crisis Negotiators, K-9, Emergency
Services, and UAS (drones). The Sheriff’s
Office was also assisted at the scene by the
New York State Police, Dutchess County
Department of Emergency Response, the
J.H. Ketcham Hose Company.

As with any criminal case the charges
described above are merely accusations
and Mr. Danko is presumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law.

TOWN OF POUGHKEEPSIE SETS
JOB FAIR ON FRIDAY, JAN. 10

The Town of Poughkeepsie will be holding a Job Fair on Friday, Jan 10 from noon until
3 p.m. at Town Hall, located at 1 Overocker Road.

Several departments will be offering on-the-spot interviews for many different positions,
including seasonal, part time and full time.

Individuals interested in working for the Town of Poughkeepsie are encouraged to attend
and come with their resume and enthusiasm. 

If you have any questions, please email the Town’s HR representative at
econsiglio@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov.

send us your news
cschmidt@sdutchessnews.com
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DC Toys for Tots reports
gifts to 600 families for 2024

Toys for Tots of Dutchess County dis-
tributed gifts to over 600 families during
the 2024 holidays.

Dutchess County Coordinator TJ
Ashline reports that the number is up over
200 families from 2023. The total number
of children was 2,037. He said that is over
20,000 toys, books, games, puzzles,
bikes, etc.

Some donors of monetary funds and or
time and goods included the following:
American Legion Post #178, Sons of The
American Legion #178, Dutchess

Fairview Firefighters, Golden & Golden
Building Company, DS home services,
Adams Fairacre Farms, Madison's Pizza
of Pleasant Valley, Tomato Cafe of
Fishkill, 97.7 The Wolf CJ & Jess
Morning Show (Townsquare Media),
Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Dutchess County and Dutchess County
Long Rifles - 4H shooting sports club.

Ashline thanks all those who 
contributed and goods for the 2024 
holiday season.

Dutchess County Toys for Tots coordinator TJ Ashline, left, is pictured with children and parents
from Home School Heroes during the 2024 holiday gift drive. This distribution took place at
Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County on Route 44. Photo by Curtis Schmidt

REDUCED RATE  
COSMETIC SURGERY 

 
 
 Trust your face to our expert facial plastic surgeons! 

Call 845.367.7328  
www.NYfaceMD.com • info@NYfaceMD.com 

Website Facebook Instagram TikTok

Free Homebuyer Seminar set Jan. 11
Ulster Savings Bank will host a free

homebuyer seminar on Saturday, Jan. 11,
starting at 2 p.m. This seminar will be
presented in Spanish and offered in-per-
son at the Poughkeepsie Library, 93
Market Street, Poughkeepsie.

Ulster Savings Bank is hosting this
event, along with Habitat for Humanity
of Dutchess County, to help potential
homebuyers understand the many critical
steps to owning their own home.

Discussion will include:
• Steps in getting pre-qualified;
• Credit scores and why they are

important;
• Documentation needed to apply;
• Low down payment options;
• Choosing the right lender;
• What to expect during the buying

process.
Some attendees may be eligible for a

$750 Home Buyer Credit*; sign up at
https://www.ulstersavings.com/why-

us/seminars/#section_HomebuyerSemin
ars

*Receive a $750 coupon good towards
borrower’s choice of closing costs, down
payment, or post-closing payment assis-
tance, in accordance with the loan pro-
gram selected and that program’s eligibil-
ity requirements. The certificate must be
presented at time of application.
Customer pays for all other fees and serv-
ices. Eligible mortgages are for owner-
occupied purchases. Not valid for refi-
nances, home equity products, second
homes, construction loans, or mortgage
applications received prior to date of
seminar on certificate. Offer may not be
combined with any other offers or dis-
counts unless otherwise noted. This offer
expires December 31, 2027. Limit one
(1) per loan transaction. Certain condi-
tions apply. Ulster Savings Bank is an
Equal Housing Lender & Member FDIC.
NMLS# 619306

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Pleasant Valley Community Gardens 

kicks off 2025 season
It’s dark days of winter outside, but Pleasant

Valley Community Gardens is already planning
for its next season. The organization will meet on
Thursday, Jan. 9, at 6 p.m. at the Pleasant Valley
Community Library. No experience necessary. PV
Community Gardens is a committed group of vol-
unteers learning as they grow vegetables and
flowers in their garden in Helen Aldrich Park on
Route 115. Everything grown is to benefit
Pleasant Valley Ecumenical Food Pantry. Meet
your neighbors, learn about the seeding planting
and more while you help feed your community!
See our Facebook page and web site at
www.pleasantvalleycommunitygardens.com.

Repair Cafe set Jan. 11 in Hyde Park
The Hyde Park Repair Café  will take place on

Saturday, Jan. 11, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at The
United Methodist Church, 1 Church St., Hyde
Park. Bring your beloved but broken items in for
free repairs and advice. For more information, go
to www.ClimateSmartHydePark.org or see the
Facebook event at https://www.facebook.com/
share/15VdWivFPL/

Stanford Grange to offer take-out 
Winter Soup Dinner Jan. 11

Stanford Grange will host its Annual Winter
Soup Dinner on Saturday, January 11, 2025, at
the Stanford Grange Hall, 6043 Route 82,
Stanfordville, at 5 p.m.  All dinners are take out
only.  The menu will consist of your choice of a
quart of homemade soup (turkey orzo, winter
minestrone, or potato corn chowder), your choice
of bread (French bread or homemade cornbread),
garden salad with dressing, and old fashioned
country banana pudding with wafers for dessert.
Donation is $17 per dinner.  For reservations,
please call Grange Secretary Ryan Orton at (845)
868-7869.  Please note which kind of soup and
bread you would like when you call to order!

Pleasant Valley Repair Cafe set Jan. 11
The Pleasant Valley Repair Cafe will kick off

the new year, Saturday, Jan. 11, at the Town Hall,
Route 44, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The kick off will feature a Learn to Knit Class
at 12:30 p.m. and a Sharpening Class from 1 to 2
p.m. Bring whatever needs sharpening, (knives,
scissors, tools). Both classes will have a limit of
10, so arrive 15 minutes early.

A skilled team of “fixers” have much experi-
ence working on antique lamps and clocks, but it
takes time, so come early and be patient.
Computers, vacuums, clothing, moth-eaten
sweaters, electronics, video games and cell
phones are just a few of what can be repaired.
The cafe features fresh coffee, tea, muffins, cook-
ies and fruit. Everything is free, but donations are
appreciated, as they help feed the staff and buy
parts for repairs.

Pancake Breakfasts 
set at Rhinecliff Firehouse

The Rhinecliff Volunteer Fire Company and
Rescue Squad will host Winter Pancake
Breakfasts from 8 to 11:30 a.m. on the following
Sundays: Jan. 12, Feb. 9 and March 9. Enjoy a
pile-high of “Rhinecliff’s Best” pancakes,
sausage, fruit, coffee and juice. It’s all-you-can-
eat so bring your appetite and your friends. The
cost is $10 for adults, $4 for children, and free for
children age 5 and younger. Breakfasts will be
served at the Rhinecliff Firehouse (corner of
Shatzell & Orchard in Rhinecliff). Proceeds will
support the Rhinecliff Volunteer Fire Co. For more
information, call Cynthia at (845) 876-5738 or e-
mail:csaniewski1@gmail.com.

Winter Soup Sales
to benefit Rhinebeck Grange

It’s time for Winter Soup Sales in Rhinecliff,

sponsored by Rhinebeck Grange #896. Mark
your calendar for the following Thursdays: Jan.
16, Feb. 20 and March 20. The cost is $10 per
quart (two pint-size containers). Take-out only.
Pick up at the Rhinecliff Firehouse, corner of
Shatzell Ave. and Orchard Drive, Rhinecliff), at
the side door on Orchard Drive, from 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.

New: Pick up also available at Morton Library
(82 Kelly St., Rhinecliff) from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30
p.m. Email JoBaer2@gmail.com to be sent the
soup choices for each month and to pre-order
online. Proceeds support the Rhinebeck Grange.

For more information, contact Joe Baer at
(845) 876-6488, JoBaer2@gmail.com.

Winter Celebration Dinner 
set at St. Paul’s Poughkeepsie

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 161 Mansion St.,
Poughkeepsie will hold its Winter Celebration
Dinner on Saturday, Jan. 18, at 4:30 p.m. The
menu will include beef/sausage lasagna, salad,
garlic bread, and strawberry shortcake with bis-
cuits. The cost is $20, and reservations are
strongly suggested.

Call the church at (845) 452-8440.
Copake Grange’s upcoming events

On Saturday, Jan. 18, the Copake Grange will
host a Love to Dance Party from 7 to 9:30 p.m.,
at the Grange, 628 Empire Road, Copake (right
behind Clock Tower Pub & Grill). All songs will
include “love” or “dance”; submit a suggested
tune at tinyurl.com/JanuaryDance.

There is a $5 suggested donation; refresh-
ments available, BYOB. Guests are encouraged
to bring a non-perishable food item or hygiene
product for donation to the Roe Jan Food Pantry
& Taconic Hills Schools’ Care Closet.

On Sunday, Jan. 19, at 3:30 p.m. the Grange’s
Classic Film Series will present “Mississippi
Burning” at the Grange. The film is being
screened in conjunction with Martin Luther King
Day. Based on true events, this film is a fictional-
ized version of the FBI’s search for the killers of
three civil rights workers in the South in 1964.
Starring Gene Hackman, Willam Dafoe and
Frances McDormand, it was directed by Alan
Parker and won an Academy Award for best cin-
ematography. Grange Classic Film Series organ-
izer, Lenny Barham, will provide commentary and
insights about the film. Movie admission by dona-
tion. Stay after the movie for dinner: soup, salad
and dessert for $10; vegetarian options available.
Annual Bonfire set Jan. 25 at Fran Mark Park

The Town of Clinton will hold its annual Bonfire
at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 25, at Fran Mark
Park, 337 Clinton Hollow Road, Salt Point.
Residents can drop off their Christmas trees by
the fence to the Highway Garage (where the
mulch is usually piled) by Jan. 24. Hot cocoa will
be served. The event is sponsored by the Town of
Clinton Recreation, East Clinton Volunteer Fire
District and East Clinton Auxiliary.

Defensive Driving Course 
offered Jan. 25 at Stanford Grange

Stanford Grange #808 will host a Defensive
Driving Course on Saturday, January 25, 2025, at
the Stanford Grange Hall, 6043 Route 82,
Stanfordville, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Cost is $38 per
person. This course allows New York drivers to
receive a 10% discount off their collision and auto
liability insurance and remove up to 4 points on
your license for any violations incurred in the last
18 months. The class includes festive classroom
participation and informative movies as well as a
delicious homemade lunch served by the Grange
Dinner Committee with a free will offering asked.
For more information or to request an application
for the course, contact Grange Secretary Ryan
Orton at (845) 868-7869.
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Impact PR & Communications rings in
New Year with addition of Westerra

Credit Union to client roster

Public relations and marketing firm
Impact PR & Communications, Ltd.
(IPR&C) is kicking off 2025 with the
announcement of Westerra Credit Union
joining its client roster. As agency of
record for the Colorado-based credit
union, Impact PR & Communications
will spearhead an awareness campaign to
strengthen its brand messaging, distin-
guish it from its competitors, and show-
case its heritage as a teacher-founded
organization through community connec-
tion and earned media stories. The newest
client signifies an ever-deepening of the
agency’s expertise in the banking, credit
union, financial advisory and investment
sectors.

“Westerra has a storied heritage and
legacy in Colorado, and we are delighted
to partner with Impact PR &
Communications to help shine a light on
what we do and how we do it differently,”
said Nicole Andrushko, vice president of

marketing, Westerra Credit Union. “We
recently worked with the IPR&C team on
a project and the creativity and chemistry
was apparent, so this seemed like a per-
fect next step.”

Impact PR & Communications, which
celebrated its ten-year anniversary last
year, has a long history of representing
financial institutions throughout New
York, Pennsylvania and South Carolina.
Westerra Credit Union’s addition to the
roster makes it the agency’s first client
based in the Rocky Mountain region.

“I, along with our team,
am energized about the collaboration
with Westerra Credit Union and the mis-
sion of bringing awareness of this com-
munity-minded company to a larger audi-
ence,” said Filomena Fanelli, CEO and
founder, Impact PR & Communications.
“Like us, Westerra values meaningful
personal relationships and we look for-
ward to helping them grow that impact.”

The team at Impact PR & Communications. Courtesy photo

Village of Rhinebeck to
explore participation in HV
Community Power program
Information sessions set
in January & February
The Village of Rhinebeck is exploring

participation in an upcoming bid for an
electricity supply contract through the
Hudson Valley Community Power pro-
gram. Hudson Valley Community Power
is a Community Choice Aggregation
(CCA) program. CCA programs can pro-
vide eligible residents and small busi-
nesses with access to renewable electrici-
ty supply options at competitive rates,
with no individual contracts for con-
sumers. Benefits include support for
renewable energy, competitive rates, and
strong consumer protections.

This program has opt-out enrollment,
which means that if the municipality
moves forward and selects an electricity
supplier, all eligible residents and small
businesses will be notified by mail before
the program launches and have the
opportunity to review their new electrici-
ty supply options and opt-out if they
choose to not participate.

The program can have a measurable
positive environmental impact by giving
residents a way to reduce their carbon
footprint.

Learn more about the program at any
of three events in January and February:

Saturday, Jan. 11, 11 a.m. - in-person
or online. Attend in person: Village Hall,
76 East Market St., Rhinebeck. Join
Zoom Meeting: www.bit.ly/vrh111, or
call: 1 929 205 6099 / Meeting ID: 845
1746 6751

Wednesday, Jan. 22, 7 p.m. - online
only. Join Zoom Meeting:
www.bit.ly/vrh122, or call: 1 929 205
6099 / Meeting ID: 853 4592 7558

Thursday, Feb. 6, 7 p.m. - in-person or
online. Attend in person: Village Hall, 76
East Market St., Rhinebeck. Join Zoom
Meeting: www.bit.ly/vrh26, or call: 1 929
205 6099 / Meeting ID: 834 3402 3362

More information is also available at
www.hudsonvalleycommunitypower.co
m/events; or call the helpline at (845)
859-9099 or email info@hudsonvalley
communitypower.com.

PV Community Gardens
grows its impact in 2025

Submitted By Paulette Thomas

Pleasant Valley Community Gardens
(PVGC) is expanding its planting space –
and increasing its impact – in 2025.
PVCG volunteers are planning work-
shops for novice vegetable growers, a
jazz benefit concert, and anticipating
greater yield from their newly extended
garden beds, all to support local food
pantries.

Here’s what’s happening at Pleasant
Valley Community Gardens:

• In summer of 2024, its second year,
the all-volunteer garden group donated
more than 1,700 pounds of fresh organic
produce to the Pleasant Valley
Ecumenical Food Pantry. The previous
year – PVCG’s first – volunteers deliv-
ered more than 1,500 pounds of fresh
vegetables and herbs, including tomatoes,
lettuce, potatoes, peppers, cabbages, and
beans. Everything the PVCG grows is to
benefit the local food pantries. “We are
always looking for volunteers, and all are
welcome, regardless of experience,” said
Janice Novet, PVCG co-president.

• The PVCG will host a benefit, “Beat
the Winter Blues, A Winter Concert with
Bob Arthurs,” on Saturday, Feb. 8. “We
wanted a chance to celebrate our success-
es and thank our sponsors,” said Novet.
Bob Arthurs, a local jazz trumpeter, will
perform an evening of standards and sto-
ries at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Pleasant Valley from 7 to 9 p.m. Tickets
are $15 per person or $25 per couple at
the door, and can be reserved online at
pleasantvalleycommunitygardens.com.

• Beyond the borders of its garden,
PVCG is planning a three-part basic
Vegetable Gardening Workshop series at
the Pleasant Valley Library this spring.
The workshops will include hands-on fol-
low-up sessions at the PV Community
Garden, where gardeners can put their
training into practice. Topics will include
all you need to get started with a veg-
etable garden of your own, including gar-
den layout, seed starting, cool and warm
weather planting calendars, soil prepara-
tion and more. The first workshop will be
Feb. 3, with sessions to follow on March

3 and April 7. Register through the
Pleasant Valley Library at pleasantval-
leylibrary.org. Registration opens
Monday Jan. 20.

• Thanks to many local businesses and
a long list of residents, PVCG was able to
raise funds last year to erect a new, per-
manent garden fence. The former 90- by
100-foot space is now closer to 100
square feet. “This will allow us to expand
the variety of vegetables, and grow more
of the popular crops at the food pantry,”
said Novet.

The garden has attracted many gener-
ous individual donors and corporate
sponsors for its mission in the last two
years, including: Adams Fairacre Farms,
Albrecht’s Auto Repair, Ballantine
Communications, Baroni Recycling,
Bonded Concrete of Pleasant Valley,
Brookside Meadows LLC, Champion
Gaming, Crown Energy Corp. of Pleasant
Valley, Dermasave Labs, Hudson Valley
Skin Care, Four Brothers Pizza Inns,
Kirchoff Companies, Lovenger Farm,
Mill House Brewing Co, Murphy’s Auto
Center, New Corn Crib Greenhouse,
Peckham Industries, Peony Design
Studio, Plan Bee Farm Brewery, Pleasant
Valley Repair Cafe, Pomodoro Pizza
Cafe, Players Club 845, Prime Print
Shop, Publick House 23, Pleasant Valley
Department Store, Pleasant Valley
Insurance Agency, Small Family
Companies, Stewart’s Shops, Up in
Smoke, and Williams Lumber. 

The Town of Pleasant Valley also con-
tributed by donating land, clearing the
original field, providing a shed, and
delivering water to the garden tanks.

“We are so grateful for the support of
the community,” Novet said.

With successful fundraising for the
garden, the PVCG was able to donate
$500 to the Pleasant Valley Ecumenical
Food Pantry, the beneficiary of all its
growing effort. In addition to contribut-
ing all its produce to local food pantries,
PVCG provides a place for novice gar-
deners to learn, and residents to meet and
share gardening practices.

“We really believe in our mission to
grow food and community,” said Novet.988 SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE IS LIVE

The first nationwide three-digit mental health crisis hotline is up and running. It is
designed to be as easy to remember as 911, but when you dial 988, a dispatcher will 
connect callers with trained mental health counselors.

Dialing 988:
• Is a direct connection to compassionate, accessible support for anyone 

experiencing mental health related distress.
• Provides support: People may dial 988 if they are worried about a loved one who may

need crisis support.
• Help for VETERANS: Veterans can press “1” after dialing 988 and be connected

directly to the Veterans Crisis Lifeline.
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Family support, variety of interests abound with Stony Ground club

By  Kaeleigh  Banda

Southern  Dutchess  News  intern

Stony Kill Farm and Common Ground Farm partnered seven
years ago to create Stony Ground, an expansive general inter-
est 4-H club.  The kids learn about livestock, beekeeping, gar-
dening, art, entomology, rabbits and more. The range of
things to learn about makes Stony Ground a popular club to
join.

Stacey Lynch-Adnams and Kim Pennock are the current co-
leaders of the club. The club has around 30 members ages 5-
19 making it one of the largest clubs.

Lynch-Adnams said community connections create valuable
experiences for the kids.

“4-H is really about making you the best you can be, being
compassionate toward others and giving back to your com-
munity because you’re working with so many different peo-
ple,” Lynch-Adnams said. “Being a part of Stony Kill
Foundation and being on Stony Kill Farm there are about
20,000 people that come through the property every year.”

The club also gives back to the community through commu-
nity service. They went to the Maple Celebration at Sharp
Reservation in 2024 to fundraise and provide waffles for peo-
ple to eat. Stony Ground has also done clean-up projects at
the Beacon waterfront.

Community connections create valuable experiences for youth involved in the Stony Ground
4-H club. Courtesy photo

Stony Ground creates a club space for every kid with any
interest in 4-H. Lynch-Adnams said she is grateful that the club
is rooted in family and appreciates the support the families
provide.

“Most of the time the parents are there working with their
kids or they’re at the meetings and they always help at all of
the events and fundraising we do,” Lynch-Adnams said. “It's a
very family-oriented type of a program and it really sets these
kids up for a very successful future.”
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DOT-TO-DOT PUZZLE
See page 20 for finished puzzle (no peeking!)

Beacon Sloop Club to present ‘Chopping Wood –
Pete Seeger w/ David & Jacob Bernz’ on Jan. 16

The Beacon Sloop Club’s 2025
Lecture Series will present “Chopping
Wood – Pete Seeger w/ David & Jacob
Bernz,” part book reading and part sing-
along, on Thursday, Jan. 16, at 7 p.m., at
the Beacon Sloop Club. The presentation
was derived from conversations between
David Bernz and Pete Seeger, who died
in 2014.

This is an opportunity to hear Seeger’s
own words. Minimally edited to preserve
Seeger’s trademark cadence, the book is
punctuated by historical images and addi-
tional commentary by David Bernz, as
well as remembrances from other musi-
cians and friends and a foreword by Arlo
Guthrie.

All are invited to listen in as Seeger
unabashedly shares historical and family
stories; tells of learning the banjo, travel-
ing with Woody Guthrie, and finding
commercial success with The Weavers;
explains how he wrote books and put
together songs; delves into controversial
subjects like communism and the
Peekskill Riots; and highlights those he
admired and respected, including Bruce
Springsteen, who honored Seeger with
his “Seeger Sessions” album in 2006.

Seeger and David Bernz share the

heavy lifting as they tackle subjects such
as the 1965 Newport Folk Festival, Pete’s
relationship to Greenwich Village, and
the need for copyright reform. Together,
they describe how Seeger put his world-
view into practice in his local communi-
ty, and how he lived with local hero sta-
tus in later life.

David and Jacob Bernz are a father-
son team of folksingers and songwriters
hailing from Beacon. David Bernz’s per-
formance ensembles have included
“Dave, Perry, Rande,” “Stone Soup” and
“Work o’ the Weavers” and he has
released CDs with each. David Bernz has
also received two Grammy Awards pro-
ducing CDs for Pete Seeger including
Best Folk Album 2008 and best chil-
dren’s album 2010. Jacob is a prolific
young songwriter with five CDs of origi-
nal material. Combining many influences
into a genre all his own, Jacob Bernz’s
delivery is uniquely poetic and personal;
together they weave a tapestry of songs
old and new.

The lecture is free. The Beacon Sloop
Club is at 2 Red Flynn Drive, Beacon.

For more information, visit www.bea-
consloopclub.org or call (845) 463-4660
or (914) 879-1082.

Jacob and David Bernz, a
father-son team, perform in
Beacon. Right: David Bernz
with the late activist and
folk singer Pete Seeger.
Courtesy photos
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Early farmers who discovered cheese
in 8000 BCE used it as a dairy preserva-
tive, since cheese does not spoil as quick-
ly as milk. But, by the 20th century, glob-
al trade necessitated an even longer shelf
life. This spurred the invention of ultra-
processed cheeses like Velveeta.

Interestingly, the Hudson Valley Town
of Monroe was where Velveeta was
invented. The original Velveeta recipe
was made by blending leftover pieces of
cheddar, Colby, and Swiss, along with an
emulsifier to create a smooth texture.
However, today's Velveeta, produced by
Kraft Foods, is a “pasteurized prepared
cheese product” containing whey and
milk protein concentrates, not substantial
amounts of real cheese, according to
FDA standards.

Making cheese is a process
Cheese is made from acidified milk.

Agents such as vinegar, bacteria, or citric

acid lower the pH of the creamy liquid.
Acidifying milk separates its component
curds (clumps of casein proteins) from
the whey and controls the growth of
undesirable bacteria. Some cheeses are
curdled only by acidity; many other
cheeses are curdled further with the addi-
tion of enzymes. Enzymes cause the milk
proteins to clump into more solid curds.
Those curds are then cut to encourage the
release of more whey. The liquid whey is
then drained off, and the curds are
pressed into the desired shape to form
cheese. The cheese type depends on fac-
tors like the milk used; the amount of
acidification, cutting, and salting; and the
length of the aging process.

Cheese is an ‘udder’ scientific marvel
Cheese-making organisms such as

Lactococcus lactis, Streptococcus ther-
mophilus, and Penicillium roqueforti are
examples of beneficial bacteria.

Lactococcus lactis produces lactic acid,
which helps to curdle milk. It is used in
making cheddar, cottage cheese, and
many others. Streptococcus thermophilus
contributes to the acidity and flavor
development in cheeses like mozzarella.
Penicillium roqueforti creates the charac-
teristic blue veins and pungent flavor in
blue cheeses.

Cheese contains fat and water that are
held together by a network of proteins. In
cooler temperatures, the fat is solid, but it
becomes more pliable with warmth.
Some cheeses are “meltier” than others.
Younger cheeses like mozzarella and brie
melt better than grating cheeses like
Parmesan or Pecorino-Romano. But even
“melty” cheeses will cook off their water
content in excessive heat. If that happens,
you’ll notice the tough casein floating in
grease, meaning that the protein structure
shrunk so much that it could not contain
the fat.

Maybe you’ve noticed a greasy slick
on top of an overcooked pizza or a
lasagna in the past. Scientifically, the 
proteins have denatured. Seek out your
favorite science teacher to explain what
causes that to happen!

Dutchess County milk and cheese
Although Velveeta contains milk, it no

longer lists cheese among its ingredients.
You can, however, buy wholesome milk
from Dutchess County Dairy cows. 
And you can buy cheese produced here,
as well!

Dairy farms can be found in
Millbrook, Amenia, Fishkill, Millerton,
and Pine Plains. I recently tried some
local artisanal cheeses that were deli-
cious. Seek out a local fromager for a
Hudson Valley nibble, or head to your
own fridge for schmear of cream cheese
on a bagel and celebrate National Cheese
Lover’s Day on Jan. 20.

Francine Wizner is a native of the Hudson
Valley. She grew up in the Catskills of Greene
County and spent over 3 decades teaching in
Ulster County. She creates science-themed
instructional materials and books, as well as
being a Citizen Scientist in the management
of her current home in an enchanted 
woodland of Dutchess County. Find her at
https://medium.com/@wiznerf, https://sub
stack.com/@gkatzchronicle, and https://w
ww.pleasantvalleymaplelodging.com/

Dutchess County cheese, fruit, and crackers. Left: Cheese on pizza at an unnamed Dutchess
County store. Photos by Francine Wizner

hudson valley naturalist                               by francine wizner

Hang on to your Halloumi! Jan. 20
is National Cheese Lover’s Day

‘Relics in Situ’ 
on Jan. 8

Behind the Scenes at the Victoria and
Albert Museum on Jan. 8, at the Freedom
Plains United Presbyterian Church, 1168
R0ute 55, Lagrangeville. Skyllkill, a local
chapter of the Embroiderer's Guild of
America (EGA), presents a program by
Erin Harvey Moody and Christy Gordon
Baty of “Relics in Situ,” research on early
modern needlework to learn about the

lives of women and how they contributed
to their world. Join other needleworkers
for fun and learning beginning at 10 a.m.
(bring one’s morning project and bag
lunch) or, come for this program only
beginning at 12:30 pm.

For more information visit www.face
book.com/SkyllkillEGA or email
EGASkyllkill@gmail.com.
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The heavy lines indicate areas, called cages, from one to five
squares in size. Fill each cage with unique digits, counting up from
1. So for example a 2-square cage contains the numbers 1 and 2;
and a 5-square cage contains the numbers from 1 to 5. Adjacent
(touching) squares, even ones that touch diagonally, may never con-
tain the same number.

Suguru

Diversions

The solutions to both the Sudoko & Crossword puzzles can be found on page 17

ACROSS
1. Le Corbusier’s art
5. *”The Matrix” protagonist
8. Captures
12. Funkiness in the air
13. Vegetative state
14. Capital of Vietnam
15. Fairy tale villain
16. Beware of these in March
17. Spiker and Sponge of “James
and the Giant Peach”
18. *Bioengineered humanoid in
“Blade Runner”
20. The Beehive State
21. Burn with coffee, e.g.
22. Tire meas.
23. Sea nymph
26. Salad dressing option
30. *Pierre Boulle’s Cornelius
31. Hoity-toity
34. Back arrow key
35. Covered with sphagnum
37. Tiny Tim’s guitar
38. Allegro ____, in music
39. Sign of escape
40. Apprehension
42. Emergency responder, acr.
43. Neuron junction
45. Sleeping sickness vector
47. *Katniss Everdeen’s sister
48. Hammerin’ Hank
50. Tennis “innings”
52. *2010 film starring DiCaprio
56. Meat of coconut
57. Desperate
58. Karl of politics
59. *1979 film starring Sigourney
Weaver
60. Fail to mention
61. Bo Peep’s females
62. *”Do Androids Dream of Electric
Sheep” author
63. Was ahead
64. *Spock’s are pointy

DOWN
1. Point of entry
2. Side of a ruler, e.g.
3. S or C follower, in business
4. Two-word threat
5. Relating to node
6. Make corrections
7. Kiln for hops
8. *Captain Nemo’s submarine
9. Tolstoy’s Karenina
10. This and that
11. Bro’s sibling
13. Droning insect
14. Niger and Nigeria language
19. In an unfriendly manner
22. Parent org.
23. “He named ____”
24. Strong adhesive
25. Pine juice
26. Original thought
27. Garment enlarger
28. *”The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy” author
29. Neil Diamond’s “Beautiful ____”
32. *Frank Herbert’s famous novel
33. “I Like ____” 1950s campaign
slogan
36. *”Where no man has gone
before” TV series
38. “The Tortoise and the Hare”
author
40. “It’s no ____!”
41. Beale of Memphis, e.g.
44. South Korean port
46. Main dish
48. Japanese cartoon art
49. Like thick smoke
50. Solo, pl.
51. Long narrative poem
52. Worshiped one
53. Minnesota’s southern neighbor
54. Last word on radio
55. Famed loch
56. Rogue or rascal

THEME: SCIENCE FICTION
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As the new year begins, I am flooded
with thoughts of my childhood. Some
memories good, some bad, but always
funny.

Buying sneakers at Grand Union.
That’s right, at the grocery store there
was a basket of sneakers. Each pair had a
piece of plastic holding them together.
Mom would make us try them on and
shuffle around to see if the fit correctly.
She would then kneel in front of us and
tell us to “Standa dritto (straight)” and
she would feel the tip of the sneakers to
make sure there was enough room for our
feet to grow.

Trying on jeans in the aisle. Barker’s
was our local department store in Hyde
Park. They carried everything from lawn-
mowers to bicycles to jeans and every-
thing in between. Barker’s is where we
would go to get Levi jeans. Mom would
make us try on jeans right in the middle
of the aisle. She would say, “No one is
watching you.” Then she would make us
bend down to make sure there was
enough room in the seat of the pants.
Once satisfied, she would tell us to put
our other pants back on. As we got older
we got smart, and put on our older broth-
er’s loose-fitting shorts in order to
streamline the process.

Going to buy school shoes. We were
growing so fast that Mom would wait
until the last possible minute to buy
school shoes. We went to a little Italian
cobbler on Market Street next to the
Bardavon. It was called Defalco shoes,
and Mr. Defalco would measure our
shoes, check our arches and track our
growth. He would then fit us with shoes
that would last us the whole year and fit
us until the next summer.

Buying clothes at Schwartz. On
Main Street in Poughkeepsie there was a
store called Schwartz which was about a
block from the original [Coppola’s]
restaurant. Since we wore school uni-
forms, that’s where Mom would take us
for our school pants, shirts and ties. We
would have to go to the husky section
because we were too big for kid clothes,
yet to small for adult clothes. Lucky us.
However, there were dressing rooms at
Schwartz so we didn’t have to try on
clothes in the aisle. There was a little
Italian tailor who would come and meas-
ure us and hem the pants for us. We
would get one regular pair of pants and
one pair of corduroy for the winter.

Getting a hair cut. We would go to
Mr. Sosta’s in Hyde Park to get our hair-
cuts. Mr. Sosta would give Vinny and me

that’s italian!                                                    by luigi coppola

Happy New Year
Luigi shares some memories from his youth.

the same haircut. Mom would always ask
to make our hair shorter so it would last
longer. Afterward, she would give Vinny
and me a quarter to give to Mr. Sosta as a
tip, and he would give us each a lollipop.

Getting our before-school physical.
Each year we would go to Children’s
Medical Group for our physical. Yes, they
were around back then also. We would
get checked, poked, prodded and meas-
ured. We would always ask how much we
grew from last year. Right before our
appointment was completed, we got our
annual vaccinations; however, we were
then allowed to get a prize from the treas-
ure box.

Eating Pasta with Asparagus. Well
you get the idea. Everyone had their dish
that they remember. This was mine.

PENNE WITH ASPARAGUS
Ingredients
1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil
4 ounces thinly sliced prosciutto, cut

into thin ribbons
1/4 cup thinly sliced green garlic or

scallions, white and pale green parts only
(about 4)

2 medium cloves garlic, minced
1 pound asparagus, cut on a bias into 1

1/2-inch pieces
1 cup heavy cream
2 ounces grated Parmigiano-Reggiano

cheese, divided
Kosher salt and freshly ground black

pepper
1 teaspoon grated zest plus 1 table-

spoon juice from 1 lemon, divided
2 tablespoons minced fresh chives
1 lb. imported penne pasta

Directions
Set a large pot of salted water over

high heat. Meanwhile, heat olive oil in a
large skillet or slope-sided saucepan over
medium-high heat until shimmering. Add
prosciutto and cook, stirring, until mostly
crisp, about 2 minutes. Add scallions and
garlic and cook, stirring, until fragrant,
about 1 minute. Add asparagus and cook,
tossing and stirring frequently, until
asparagus is just starting to turn tender,
about 2 minutes.

Add heavy cream and half of
Parmesan. Cook, stirring, until cream
thickens and coats the asparagus pieces,
about 4 minutes. Season to taste with salt
and pepper.

Add penne to now-boiling pot of
water, stir gently, and cook for about 7
minutes total or until the penne is still
firm but not hard. Drain and add penne,
lemon juice, half of lemon zest, chives,
and 2 tablespoons of cooking water to
saucepan with sauce and bring to a hard
boil, stirring gently. Add more pasta
water to thin sauce to desired consistency.
Serve immediately, topped with lemon
zest and additional Parmesan cheese.

Luigi Coppola is one of five brothers born to
Francesca and Antonio Coppola. The
Coppola family came to America from
Naples, Italy in 1954. Antonio and his 
brothers opened their first restaurant in
Poughkeepsie in 1961. Luigi and his 
brothers Nick, John, Antonio and Vincent
have carried on the family tradition in the way
their parents taught them, using classic
recipes taught to them at their apron strings.
Visit their website at www.coppolas.net.

County Players sets auditions
Auditions will be held at the County

Players Falls Theatre, 2681 West Main
St., Wappingers Falls.

Sunday, Jan. 12, and Monday, Jan.13,
7 p.m.

“Big Fish The Musical”
Book by John August
Music and Lyrics by Andrew LIPPA
Directed by Michael J. Frohnhoefer
A fantastical musical adventure

inspired by a father’s incredible stories.
Based on the celebrated novel by Daniel
Wallace and the acclaimed film directed
by Tim Burton, “Big Fish” tells the story
of Edward Bloom, a charming traveling
salesman who lives life to its fullest, and
then some. Overflowing with heart and
humor, “Big Fish” is the extraordinary
story that reminds us why we love going
to the theatre. A buoyant feel-good show
for the whole family.

“Big Fish” is presented through spe-
cial arrangement with TRW Plays. trw-
plays.com

Details at https://countyplayers.org/
shows/auditions/

Sunday, Jan. 19
CP2 Mini-Festival Auditions
CP2 Readers Theatre offers an excit-

ing opportunity for actors, directors, and
audience members to experience theater
in a fresh way, with full dramatic read-
ings of selected plays. No costumes, no
sets, no props, and the actors perform
with scripts in hand. These shows are an
incredible opportunity to experience
great theater stripped to its essence: the
playwright’s words.

Details for both auditions are at
https://countyplayers.org/cp2-auditions/

“Witch” at 1 p.m.
By Jen Silverman
Directed by Kit Colbourn
A charming devil arrives in a quiet vil-

lage to bargain for the souls of its resi-
dents. Elizabeth should be his easiest tar-
get, having been labeled a “witch,” but
her soul is not so easily bought.
Unexpected passions flare, alliances are
formed, and the village is forever
changed. An inventive retelling of a
Jacobean drama, this sharp, subversive
fable debates how much our souls are
worth when hope is hard to come by.

“Witch” is presented by arrangement
with Concord Theatricals on behalf of
Samuel French, Inc. concord
theatricals.com

“The Burdens” at 3 p.m.
By Matt Schatz
Directed by Matt Andrews
Adult siblings Mordy and Jane have a

problem. Their centenarian grandfather is
an emotional and financial burden on the
family, and he just won’t die. Scheming
almost entirely via text messages, the sib-
lings hatch an outrageous plan to relieve
themselves of their family’s burdens and
their own.

The play is performed as a spoken
conversation with no phones, screens or
technology. “The Burdens” contains
adult language.

“The Burdens” is presented through
special arrangement with TRW Plays.
trwplays.com

CORRECTION:
In the Dec. 25 Crossword puzzle, the answer to 36 down (Scarlet

O’Hara’s home) is “Tara.”

what’s happening?
creativeliving@sdutchessnews.com
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The evolving shape 
of Dutchess County

By Bill Jeffway

Over time, New York State has lost a
few counties from early, over-ambitious
land claims, and gained many. Dutchess
County was named for the Dutchess of
York and was created along with a total of
twelve counties by the English in 1683.
The total number of counties today is
sixty-two. What are the dynamics that
give us the physical boundaries and char-
acteristics of our county today? In partic-
ular, why do we have the border we do,
and why is the county seat
Poughkeepsie?

The size, shape, and names of New
York’s counties were affected by many
things, among them the location of rivers
and streams that tended to attract settle-
ment and economic development and
other topographical features like hills,
hollows, swamps and rocky terrain. Then
there was the impact of the overlay of
early patent lines, the early system of
granting large land rights, sometimes in
the form of a Manor with a Lord, as in
what is today’s Columbia County.

Many are aware of the antiquity of our
Dutchess County, going back to the time
when we honored members of the British
Royal family! But many may be sur-
prised to learn that the only border that
remains as originally laid out in 1683
(aside from the Hudson River) is the few
miles that form the northern border of
Pine Plains (see illustration).

Originally called “The Dutchess’s

County” right after the British had taken
over from the Dutch, the name was short-
ened soon after. At the same time, other
counties with very British names were
created, many of which you will recog-
nize because they remain today: New
York (Manhattan), Queens (NYC), Kings
(Brooklyn), Richmond (Staten Island),
Albany, Orange, Ulster and Westchester
and Suffolk.

New York State lost Duke’s County
when Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket
claims were lost to Massachusetts in
1691. Gloucester and Cumberland coun-
ties were lost after 1777 as what would
become the State of Vermont pushed back
on New York land claims, creating the
borders that exist today. But obviously
the gains far outweigh the losses!

The basic function of the management
of justice through a sheriff and courts
remains from the days one thousand
years ago when the shire system emerged
in England.

The old rule of thumb was that a trip to
or from the county seat to the far reaches
of a county should not involve more than
a same day return trip. This was of course
in the days of horses, carriages and dirt
roads that could travel 5 to 10 miles per
hour under good conditions.

Original borders
Changes from the original 1683 border

were driven by a variety of reasons. The
original border followed further north
along the irregular Roeliff Jansen Kill
and went south to include all the towns

that are in Putnam County today. This
explains why Dutchess’s Town of North
East and Putnam’s Town of South East
are named as relative points within
Dutchess County.

The first adjustment came in 1714
when Robert Livingston, First Lord of
Livingston Manor, complained of the
inconvenience and petitioned to have his
160,000-acre manor operate within just
one county, rather than across two. The
Dutchess border originally extended up
to the Roeliff Jansen Kill. Most of the
manor was in Albany County, while the
irregular area that includes what are today
the towns of Germantown and Livingston
was in Dutchess.

The next change was an addition in
1731. New York and Connecticut had a
longstanding border dispute but settled
on allowing Connecticut to have the
“panhandle” town of Greenwich, while
New York got a long vertical strip of land
called the Oblong between the two coun-
ties.

The only question after that became
one of sub-division. Dutchess County
was essentially settled around the
Wappinger Creek and the Fish Kill which
extend up like fingers in a hand from
where they empty into the Hudson at
Wappingers and today’s Fishkill/ Beacon,
respectively. The main population centers
were Rhinebeck,
Poughkeepsie/Wappinger, and today’s
Fishkill/ Beacon.

Poughkeepsie was settled at a much
smaller creek, the Fall Kill, but was dead
center north/south along the Hudson. One
of the reasons for its choice in the early
18th century must have had to do with it
being essentially in the middle of the
county. When the British burned the then
capital of New York State at Kingston in
1777, the State started operating out of
Poughkeepsie, directly across the river.
This only added more to Poughkeepsie’s
prominence. It was the site of the 1788
US Constitutional Convention, where
New York State ultimately agreed to
endorse the U.S. Constitution and
become part of the United States.

There apparently had been discussion
about whether to have a subdivision for
some time.

In the first half of the 18th century
there emerged a civil division in thirds at
first called wards, then precincts. This
reflected the fact that there was a lightly
populated north, a relatively heavily pop-
ulated middle, and a less populated
mountainous south.

The County Courthouse was com-
pletely destroyed by fire in September of
1806, which launched what became a

chaotic, contradictory, unpleasant and
divisive campaign to not rebuild in
Poughkeepsie between 1807 and 1808.

The county that almost was: Gates
County

Not surprisingly, led by the highly
regarded Van Wyck family of Fishkill,
there was an effort to break off the north-
ern portion and create a new county
which would be named for Revolutionary
War General Horatio Gates. Then the
middle and southern portions – including
what are today Putnam County towns,
would remain Dutchess County. County
seats would be at Stanford or Rhinebeck
in Gates County, and Fishkill in Dutchess
County. This became known as the
Division political movement against the
Anti-Division movement.

Among a vote of freeholders in April
of 1807, a referendum showed little sup-
port for the concept, especially within
Dutchess County. There was virtually no
support in the towns of Poughkeepsie,
Washington, Armenia, and Beekman.
Stanford was split 50/50. The greatest
enthusiasm was from voters in Fishkill in
support of Assemblyman Theodorus Van
Wyck.

There was strong support in all the
towns that are today in Putnam County,
but Rhinebeck was the only town in the
north that had a strong preference for
division.

In 1807 the pro-division bill passed the
Senate 16 to 13, but failed in the House
losing 47 to 46, with only one of the sev-
eral members from Dutchess voting in
the affirmative (Van Wyck). Further
attempts in 1808 also failed.

In 1809 the Assembly passed a bill to
construct a new courthouse at
Poughkeepsie; and so the issue was set-
tled that Poughkeepsie would be the
county seat of Dutchess County, regard-
less of any subdivision.

Just a few years later, in 1812, the
State created the County of Putnam as we
know it today. Perhaps because of the dis-
traction of the War of 1812 and more
pressing matters, there was far less con-
troversy about this division. General
Gates ended up not having a county
named for him. That honor ended up
going to General Israel Putnam.

Bill Jeffway is the Executive
Director of the Dutchess
County Historical Society
and can be reached at
bill.jeffway@dchsny.org or
(845) 293-7711.

Above left to right: The Dutchess of York at the time. Dutchess County is one of a handful of
early counties that have retained their original honoring of the British Royal Family.
Revolutionary War General Horatio Gates ended up not having a New York County named
for him. His fellow patriot, General Israel Putnam, had the honor bestowed in 1812. 
Courtesy photos

Above left to right: 1. The original 1683 boundary of “The Dutchess’s County.” 2. Dotted lines
show where land was ceded, and where it was gained. 3. An 1807 to 1808 campaign to 
create a new county, Gates County, in the north, failed. 4. The issue was finally settled in
1812 with the creation of Putnam County. Courtesy images

Red Hook Library to hold
Trivia Contest at Cancun’s
Think you know more general knowl-

edge trivia than your local librarians?
Find out at the Red Hook Public Library'’
Annual Trivia Contest at Cancun’s (7483
South Broadway, Red Hook) on Sunday,
Feb. 2.

Check-in begins at 12:20 p.m. with the
contest starting at 1 p.m.

Admission is $25 per person. Teams of
five or six are invited to participate.

Cash bar and food is available for pur-
chase.

Teams must register in advance by
sending an email to Karen Sipperley: sip-
pinredhook.aol.com. 

Teams must designate a Team Captain

to be the point person and collect the
entire team’s entrance fee.

Checks must be made out to “Red
Hook Public Library” for the entire team
and mailed to:

Karen Sipperley
294 Pitcher Lane
Red Hook, NY 12571
Please note: Early registration is

requested and confirmed when payment
is received. The library is limiting the
number of teams this year; early payment
is essential to successfully register.

Direct any questions to sippinred-
hook@aol.com.

We’re on the web! www.sdutchessnews.com
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Two of Us Productions
launches 2025 virtual
suspense series Jan. 18

The Two Of Us Productions, the
award-winning theater company based in
Columbia County, will present the first
installment of its Virtual Live-Staged
Reading for 2025 on Saturday, Jan. 18, at
7 p.m. Featured are two exciting suspense
theater radio dramas: “The Moment Of
Darkness” and “Riabouchinska.” This
performance is being presented in collab-
oration with Roving Actors’ Repertory
Ensemble (RARE) Inc.

In “The Moment Of Darkness,”
Marjorie Grey is convinced that her Aunt
Hester’s interest in contacting her recent-
ly deceased husband is being used by the
renowned medium Georges Ravel to get
her money. Marjorie enlists the aid of
diplomat Mr. Blake and family lawyer
Mr. Stevens to thwart Ravel’s plan.
Meeting together at Hester’s clifftop
beach house they attend Ravel’s séance,
but in that locked room a blackmailer is
murdered, but not by Ravel!

In “Riabouchinska,” we meet a certain
John Fabian, a talented ventriloquist
being interrogated by Lt. Krovich regard-
ing how a dead body came to be found in
the theater cellar. In the midst of this
tense conversation we hear a small sweet
voice coming from the exquisite var-
nished box containing Fabian’s ventrilo-
quist dummy. To the exasperation of the
police, the lovely female doll, named Ria,
persists in interrupting and correcting
Fabian’s answers to Lt. Krovitch’s ques-
tions. As the story unfolds before us, we
find out that Fabian has created
Riabouchinska and used his talent to
imbue her with a life of her own.

This performance is free to the public;
donations are gratefully accepted. 

To learn the rest of these thrilling 
stories, R.S.V.P to www.TheTwoOfUs
Productions.org and then see these
thrilling dramas in the comfort of your
own home.

Dan Slepian to present author talk 
on ‘The Sing Sing Files’ Jan. 11

Award-winning journalist and author,
Dan Slepian, will be discussing his book,
“The Sing Sing Files: One Journalist, Six
Innocent Men, and a Twenty-Year Fight
for Justice” on Saturday, Jan. 11 at 3:30
p.m. at the Sadie Peterson Delaney
African Roots Branch Library at the
Family Partnership Center.

Slepian’s book follows his journey
searching for the truth about inmates at
Sing Sing, and the laborious process of
proving their innocence, even with sup-
porting evidence.

Slepian is an award-winning journalist
at NBC News and a veteran producer of
Dateline. For nearly three decades,

Slepian has spearheaded dozens of 
documentaries and hidden-camera inves-
tigations for NBC. He is known for his
in-depth reporting about the criminal 
justice system, and specifically, wrongful
convictions. He has received three
Edward R. Murrow Awards, over a dozen
Emmy nominations, and has been recog-
nized by multiple justice organizations
across the country. Slepian was also the
host of Letters From Sing Sing, a pod-
cast that hit number one on Apple’s top
charts and was a finalist for the 2024
Pulitzer Prize in audio reporting.

Attendees will receive a complimenta-
ry copy of the book.

Through Jan. 26: “Shrek The Musical,”
The Center for Performing Arts at
Rhinebeck, 661 Rte. 308, Rhinebeck. Tony
Award-winning fairy tale adventure based
on the Oscar-winning DreamWorks
Animation film. Featuring all new songs
from Jeanine Tesori (“Thoroughly Modern
Millie,” “Caroline, or Change”) and a side-
splitting book by David Lindsay-Abaire,
“Shrek” brings all the beloved characters
you know from the film to life on stage and
proves there’s more to the story than
meets the ears. Performances: Fri. & Sat.,
8 p.m.; Sun., 3 p.m. There will be Saturday
matinees at 3 p.m. on Jan. 11 & 18. Tickets
$29. (845) 876-3080 or www.centerforper
formingarts.org
Jan. 10-12: Live Music at the Towne

Crier Cafe, 379 Main St., Beacon. Jan. 10:
California Dreamin,’ 8 p.m. Tickets $25
advance, $30 door. Jan. 11: Sharkey & The
Sparks, 8 p.m. Tickets $25 advance, $30
door. Jan. 12: The McKrells, 6 p.m. Tickets
$25 advance, $30 door. (845) 855-1300 or
www.townecrier.com
Jan. 11: Concert by No Strings
Attached, East Fishkill Community Library,
348 Rte. 376, Hopewell Junction. Bingham
University’s only Disney/Broadway a cap-
pella group performing music from “The
Phantom of the Opera,” “La La Land,”
“Hadestown,” and “The Hunchback of
Notre Dame,” 10:30 a.m. This program will
have limited in seating, but standing room
will be available on a first-come, first-
served basis. (845) 221-9943

A & E CALENDAR

EXHIBITIONS
Art Gallery 71, 71 E. Market St., Rhinebeck. Through Feb. 2: To commemorate its five
year anniversary, Art Gallery 71’s January feature is a group exhibition of the seven artists
that founded the cooperative: Alix Travis, Wendy Sheasby, Evelyn LaStella, Richard
Chianella, Trevor Hunter, Mary Belliveau and Ted Braggins. Reception/party: Sat., Jan.
25, 4-6 p.m. www.artgallery71.com
Bannerman Island Gallery, 150 Main St., Beacon. Through January: “The True Story
of Bannerman’s Island,” Bannerman Castle Trust’s 30th anniversary exhibition featuring
fine art, historic & contemporary photographs, Bannerman Island antiques & artifacts.
www.bannermancastle.org
Cunneen-Hackett Arts Center, 9 &12 Vassar St., Poughkeepsie. Through January:
New art installations featuring Melanie Gonzalez in the Victorian Gallery at 9 Vassar St.,
and Jessica Licciardello in the Reception and Hancock Galleries at 12 Vassar St. Free
public art opening reception will be held on Fri., Jan. 10, 5-7 p.m. for Melanie Gonzalez
in the Victorian Gallery. Visitors must call the Cunneen-Hackett Arts Center Office at (845)
486-4571 for access. More info: cunneen-hackett.org
Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center, Vassar College, 124 Raymond Ave., Poughkeepsie.
Through Feb. 2: “Reproductive: Health, Fertility, Agency,” an exhibition that brings
together diverse artistic perspectives to address critical issues including birth, miscar-
riage, pleasure, access to abortion, trauma, and the loss of fertility. Through a range of
media and approaches, the artists provide a space for reflection and dialogue on these
vital topics, challenging viewers to engage with the complexities of reproductive experi-
ences and the pursuit of agency. (845) 437-5632 or https://www.vassar.edu/theloeb
Morton Memorial Library, 82 Kelly St., Rhinecliff. Through January: “Objective
Perception and Reclamation of Agency,” new series of paintings and textile art pieces by
Gina Malfetano. Closing Party: Sat., Jan. 31, 5-7 p.m. (845) 876-2903
Rhinebeck Bank, 6414 Montgomery St., Rhinebeck. Through January: Artworks by
Deztiny Di Meo on display. A Hyde Park resident, Di Meo utilizes a mix of different media
to create her artwork, including acrylic paint, marker, pen, and paper clippings. Her art-
work has been displayed at the Hyde Park Library, the Millbrook Library, and The Crafted
Kup as part of WomensWork.Art Gallery. https://deztinydimeo.com/art.
Tivoli Artists Gallery, 60 Broadway, Tivoli. Jan. 10-Feb. 2: “Artists Choice ~ Member
Selected Work,” TAG members will exhibit their imaginative works that challenge 
traditional notions of art with their unique artistic styles, diverse mediums and thought-
provoking themes. They make free association between ideas, concepts, emotions,
memories and symbols. Opening reception: Sat., Jan. 11, 5-7 p.m. (845) 757-2667 or
www.tivoliartistsgallery.com

105th Annual Lincoln Douglas
Award Ceremony set Feb. 1

Join the Poughkeepsie Neighborhood
Club (PKNC) for an afternoon of inspira-
tion, celebration, and community at the
105th Annual Lincoln Douglas Award
Ceremony. This historic event will take
place from noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday,
Feb. 1 – the first day of Black History
Month – and will honor outstanding indi-
viduals who exemplify leadership,
integrity, and service.

As a vital tradition for more than a
century, the Lincoln Douglas Award
Ceremony remains one of the most pres-
tigious community events in
Poughkeepsie.

This year’s distinguished honorees
include Pastor Jason Elder, Pastor
Maeola Farquharson, Ruth Jackson
Cromedy, and Roy D. Watterson. Each
honoree has made a profound impact on
their respective communities through
years of selfless dedication to service and
leadership. Their stories highlight the
quiet, yet powerful contributions that
often go unsung but create ripple effects
of positive change throughout the region.
These unsung heroes are a true testament
to the resilience and strength of our com-
munity, with their perseverance and com-
mitment shaping the fabric of
Poughkeepsie in lasting ways.

The ceremony is not just an awards
event but a celebration of the rich culture
and history that define the Poughkeepsie
community. Guests will enjoy powerful
performances by a praise dancer, uplift-
ing music from a talented DJ, and a mov-
ing mime presentation that will inspire
and captivate. The afternoon will offer an

opportunity for attendees to engage with
local leaders and influential figures,
including local government officials,
NAACP leaders, and other distinguished
guests, creating an enriching experience
of connection and reflection.

“This event is more than an awards
ceremony – it’s a tribute to our communi-
ty’s strength and resilience, honoring the
legacy of Lincoln and Douglass, celebrat-
ing the impact of our honorees, and
inspiring future leaders,” said Julia
Henry, President of PKNC. “It highlights
the contributions of those who work qui-
etly behind the scenes while ushering in
the next generation of leaders to carry the
torch forward.”

Henry added, “This ceremony not only
acknowledges the incredible achieve-
ments of those before us, but it also looks
forward to the future by inspiring young
leaders to follow in their footsteps and
build upon the foundation laid by our
past.”

The 105th Annual Lincoln Douglas
Award Ceremony offers a unique chance
to connect with community leaders, cele-
brate Black history, and make a tangible
difference in the lives of local students.
As always, the event will benefit the
PKNC’s ongoing community programs,
supporting its mission to empower future
generations through leadership, educa-
tion, and civic engagement. Hundreds
attended the last event, and this year’s
celebration is expected to be even more
impactful. Tickets are available now via
Eventbrite: https://bit.ly/PKNC2024.
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OBITUARIES
Donald T. Bartles Jr.

Donald T. Bartles Jr., 79, passed away
peacefully at his home on Sunday, December
22, 2024. He was born on March 18, 1945, in
Flushing, to the late Donald Sr. and Gelletia
(Tompkins) Bartles. His family moved to
Dutchess County and settled on Silver Lake.

In 1962, he graduated from Rhinebeck
High School and furthered his education at
SUNY Albany where he studied
Mathematics. In 1966, in Pleasant Valley at
the Presbyterian Church, Don married
Kathleen Freiberg, and together they enjoyed
58 years of marriage. This was also the same
year that he enlisted in the United States Army
and proudly served in Vietnam until 1969.
This is when Don and Kathy settled in Pine
Plains and began to raise their family. He
worked for many years as the owner and oper-
ator of Bartles Tree Service before going to
work as a right of way engineer for Dutchess
County Highway.

In retirement, he traveled with Kathy to
China, England, New Zealand, Scandinavia,
and Cuba just to name a few. He always
enjoyed learning something new and explor-
ing other countries & cultures. They were very
active in the China exchange program through
the Pine Plains Central School District includ-
ing hosting the Chinese teachers in their home.
He chaired the SEED program at the School
for many years, providing grants to enrich var-
ious programs in the district.

Don was a well respected and active com-
munity member in Pine Plains. He served for
37 years on the town planning board, was a
town councilman and deputy town supervisor.
He was also very involved in the Pine Plains
Lions Club. His service was remarked as
being legendary, and a shining example of the
Lions Club motto “We Serve”. Don served as
a past president, long time sight chairman,
and was an active part in the Dutchess County
Lions Sight group. He has done eye screen-
ings programs for thousands of children
throughout Dutchess county, as part of the
Lions Sight Program.

The family wishes to thank the many
friends and relatives who supported Don dur-
ing his illness. Also, for their compassionate
care: Dr. Ryan Denley and all the staff at the
Dyson Center at Vassar Hospital. The valet
parking staff at the Dyson Center, Paul and
Lisa, for their unceasing support and good
cheer. The caring staff at the Pleasant Valley
House of New Horizons Resources agency,
for their support of Carl. Hudson Valley
Hospice for their support in Don's final days.

Donald is survived by his devoted wife
Kathleen, and their two sons, Ted and wife
Angie Bartles of Queens, and Carl Bartles, of
Clinton Corners. His four siblings, William,
and his wife Judy of Brevard, NC; James
Bartles, Jeanne Stirzel, & Stephen, and his
wife Peta, all of Clinton. In addition to nieces,
nephews and cousins.

A time for sharing of memories and offer-
ing condolences will be held on Tuesday,
January 14, 2025 from 1:00 to 4:30pm at Peck
& Peck Funeral Homes, 7749 S. Main Street,
Pine Plains. At 4:30, Reverend Jan Brooks
will officiate a funeral service that will con-
clude with a VFW service. Donations in
Don’s memory are welcomed to Westminster
Presbyterian Church, PO Box 271, Salt Point,
NY 12578 or to New Horizons Resources,
123 West Rd., Pleasant Valley, NY 12569. For
directions or to leave a message of condo-
lence for the family, please visit
www.peckandpeck.net.

Margaret Meagher
Margaret (Bonnie) MacInnes Meagher,

Millbrook, passed away peacefully under the
care of Hospice on December 21, 2024 after a
long illness. Bonnie was born in New York
City on November 28,1940, to Mr. and Mrs.
C. Ranald (Ran and Margaret) MacInnes. The
family moved to Devon, PA when Bonnie was
five, which is where she spent the most of her
childhood. She graduated from the Agnes
Irwin School in Bryn Mawr, PA (1958). As a
child she was an avid, competitive figure
skater. She attended Vassar College,
Poughkeepsie, NY, graduating in 1962 with a
bachelor’s degree in liberal arts. Upon gradu-
ation, she spent one memorable summer in
Washington, D.C. as an intern in the Kennedy
Administration White House.

While a student at Vassar, she was intro-
duced to a young, handsome businessman
named Raymond E. Meagher, Jr., whom she

would ultimately marry in August 1963. He
predeceased her, passing away in February
2023. They were blessed with nearly sixty
years of a beautiful marriage filled with many
community endeavors, lots of world travel,
the enjoyment of family and friends, and per-
sonal commitments to life-long learning.

Together they had two children, Ranald
(Ran) MacInnes Meagher and James (Jamie)
Stewart Meagher of New Milford, CT, and
New York City, respectively.

Before starting a family, she taught at
Arlington High School; when the boys were
school-aged, she taught at Dutchess Day
School (DDS) in Millbrook and went on to
enjoy a long, storied career there, having both
of her sons as students (Jamie twice!), but also
having the privilege of influencing the lives of
many students over the years. She rounded
out her career at DDS serving as Director of
Admissions.

While Bonnie was small in stature, she
was clearly a force to be reckoned. She was a
woman of grace and presence, with a remark-
able spirit, strength and resilience and left an
indelible mark on all who knew her. While
Bonnie had many volunteer pursuits, she was
likely proudest of her work on behalf of the
Foundation Board for Vassar Brothers
Medical Center. She spent many years of
service on the Board, becoming Chair in 1997
through 2000. As Chair, she oversaw the $20
Million capital campaign undertaken to sup-
port construction of the west wing addition
(new cardiac center, operating rooms, and
labor/delivery/post-parturition center) and the
Dyson Center for Cancer Care.

She was also a passionate Vassar College
alumnae and remained active in association
activities well into her 70’s, including serving
as Chair of her class’s 50th College Reunion
Committee. She is also a former Board
Member of the Community Foundations of
the Hudson Valley. Her love for gardening
was evident in every bloom. She was a mem-
ber of the Millbrook Garden Club as well as a
long-time member of the Millbrook Golf &
Tennis Club. She had a real love for tennis,
and was a novice (but determined) skier.

In addition to being survived by her sons,
Bonnie is also survived by her grandson John
(Jack) Mulvey Meagher (son of Ran, and a
Junior at Hobart and William Smith Colleges)
as well as two adoring women who meant the
world to her: Ulka Patel (long-time partner of
Ran Meagher) and ex-daughter-in-law, Ann
Chambers Meagher (Millbrook). Many won-
derful cousins also survive in CT, PA, and
MA, as well as special extended families of
friends related to her more than fifty years in
Mad River Glen in the Green Mountains of
Vermont, and more than forty years spending
wonderful summers at Squam Lake in the
White Mountains of New Hampshire.

Visitation was held at Allen Funeral Home,
Millbrook, NY on Sunday, December 29. A
Mass of Christian Burial in her honor was
offered on Monday, December 30 at St.
Joseph’s Church, Millbrook. Interment fol-
lowed at Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a dona-
tion to the Foundation for Vassar Brothers
Medical Center. For condolences, please visit
www.hudsonvalleyfunralhomes.com

June Pierce
June Kelley Pierce, 77, of Hyde Park, NY,

passed away, surrounded by family and
friends on Monday, December 30, 2024, after
a long, courageous battle with heart disease.

June was born in Massena, NY on
February 12, 1947, the oldest child of the late
William and Theresa (Trudell) Kelley. June
graduated from Madrid-Waddington High
School in 1965 and moved to Key West to
pursue a career in fashion design. Within a
year, she changed course and returned to
Northern New York to reunite with her high
school sweetheart, Bernard Pierce. On July
29, 1967, they were married and moved to the
Hudson Valley, first living in Hyde Park and
later moving to the town of Poughkeepsie.
She was married to Bernie for 45 years until
his passing in 2012.

As June would say, she never rested on her
laurels. She received degrees in both
Psychology and Sociology from Mount St.
Mary College and her master’s degree in K-
12 Education, Special Education and Science.

June’s love for teaching was only equal to
her love for children. She taught Grades 3-5
for ten years in the New Paltz Central School

District until she retired in 2007 and contin-
ued to teach, tutoring young children at her
home for over a decade.

June was a creative visionary with an ener-
gy, passion and self-discipline that made her
unstoppable. Her talent traversed so many
areas of expertise, that she could truly be
called a Renaissance woman.

As an accomplished, life-long artist of
Early American and European Folk Art and
Restoration, June perfected her skill through-
out Europe, traveling to Russia, Germany, and
England. She was a member of the Historical
Society for Early American Decoration and
took the greatest pleasure in teaching her craft
in her beloved studio for nearly 45 years. June
often humbly said that she was “not a fine
artist” but a trained Early American and
European Folk Artist. Those who knew June,
believed differently.

Upon her retirement, June finally had time
to begin writing. Her first book, Keeping
Secrets, was published in 2011. She wrote
proficiently and with great fervor until her
death, publishing over six novels, two books
of short stories, a book of poetry and over 12
children’s books, including a series called
Buford the Bully, which provided children
with strategies to deal with bullying.

June was the embodiment of kindness and
generosity, who gave with warm hands and
enthusiastic spirit. She was keenly aware of
the needs of others and made it her business to
invite those into her home and to her table
who had nowhere else to go. Many a stranger
and many a troubled soul have been comfort-
ed by her wings of compassion.

At heart, June was a country girl who grew
up on a farm in Northern New York, but could
mingle with the most sophisticated of crowds,
while never forgetting her humble beginning.
Appreciating the beauty in all things, great
and small, June’s perfect day might be a
Sunday drive in her vintage Crosley, with a pit
stop to pick wildflowers on her way to the
Consignment Shop where she could search
for treasures. Then, with an ice cream cone in
hand, she’d head home just in time to watch
Masterpiece.

June was a domestic diva, who worked
daily to painstakingly maintain her historic
home, with the stone walls and gardens she
proudly created. June loved the art of home-
making and entertaining.

June is survived by her two daughters and
son: Lori Pierce Holt and her husband Jim
Holt of Red Hook, NY, Lisa Pierce
Rieckermann of Amenia, and Christopher
Klabes of Poughkeepsie, NY, who she and
Bernie embraced as their own. More than
anything, June treasured her grandchildren:
Aidan, Ian, Mikaela and Noah. Until the day
she died, June mourned the untimely death of
her grandson, Caleb, who passed away in
2019. In addition, June is survived by her sis-
ter, Debra Kelley Hill of Waddington, NY, her
brother William Kelley, Jr. and his wife
Debbie of Virginia Beach, and her brother,
Anthony Pagliaro of Miami and by many lov-
ing nieces and nephews. She is predeceased
by her brothers-in-law, Lee Hill, William
Pierce and David Pierce.

June leaves behind Kim and Rich Davis
and their children Olivia and Roselle, and a
multitude of companions and close friends,
who she cherished to the very end, as she con-
sidered them all her extended family. “The
more the merrier” was said often.

Each and every day, regardless of great
challenges, June moved forward with tremen-
dous will and determination. She approached
each new day with optimism and believed in
doing and looking her best—hair styled, lip-
stick on, and fully accessorized.

A loving wife, mother, sister, aunt, co-
worker and friend, June leaves behind a lega-
cy of undying loyalty and devotion to those
she loved.

A celebration of life will be held on Friday,
January 17, 2025 at 10am at the Hyde Park
United Methodist Church, at 1 Church Street
in Hyde Park, NY.

In lieu of flowers, June has asked that
donations be made in her memory to your
local food pantry.

Arrangements are under the direction of
Sweet’s Funeral Home.

David Jon Greenwood
David Jon Greenwood passed away December

23, 2024 at home in Millbrook, NY. He was born
July 9, 1944 in Putnam County, NY, to Harold K.
and Rita Baxter Greenwood and grew up in Carmel.
On his mother’s side, his ancestry was Native
American (Wappinger), and on his father’s side,
British. He and his fiancée Nan were married in the
ancestral home of the Greenwoods in Yorkshire
July 30, 1974 and returned this past summer with
family to celebrate their 50th anniversary.

Mr. Greenwood’s field was art history with a
specialization in American architecture and decora-
tive arts. He earned his bachelor’s degree in art edu-
cation at SUNY Buffalo, which included a semester
abroad studying art history in Siena, Italy. His mas-
ter’s degree and supervisory accreditation were
earned at SUNY New Paltz, which in 1982 named
him an outstanding alumnus.

Mr. Greenwood joined Carmel Central School District in Putnam County in 1967 as a
teacher of art and advanced placement art history. In 1974 he was named district supervisor
of art K-12. After retiring in 2004, he taught Art History and Aesthetics for seven years at
Millbrook School. He specialized in pen and ink renderings and his work is included in sev-
eral collections and books.

In addition to volunteer work with the Putnam and Dutchess County Arts Councils, he
served on an arts review panel for the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s Art in Public
Places project.

David served on the boards of the Putnam County Landmarks Preservation Society and
the Dutchess County Historical Society, and for many years as an overseer of Old Sturbridge
Village, a Massachusetts living history museum. He was historian for the Village of
Millbrook and Town of Washington and parish historian for St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Lithgow. He was an ex officio member of the Millbrook Historical Society and until recent-
ly chaired the Town of Washington Conservation Advisory Commission. Among his proud-
est achievements were contributing to Millbrook’s Museum in the Streets public history proj-
ect, and coordinating an annual historic calendar for 28 years. It was for the calendar project
that in 2022 the Association for Public Historians of New York State and the New York State
Museum awarded  him the Local Government Historian Award of Excellence.

David was an active Rotarian and he and Nan served as Inbound co-chairs on the District
Youth Exchange Committee. Attending Rotary conventions took them throughout North and
South America, Europe, Asia and Australia.

In May he was honored by the Millbrook Historical Society, Village of Millbrook and
Town of Washington for his decades of service as local historian, and May 16, 2024 was pro-
claimed David Greenwood Day.

David was predeceased by his parents and brothers. He is survived by his wife Nan and
sons Calder and Wixon (Sibyl) and grandson Augustus.

A memorial service will be scheduled at a future date.
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ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BIDS

TOWN OF PLEAS-
ANT VALLEY

PLEASANT VAL-
LEY, NEW YORK

CADY FIELD BAS-
KETBALL COURT

1.2.3.
General Notice
The Town of Pleas-
ant Valley (Owner) is
requesting Bids for the
construction of the fol-
lowing Project:

CADY FIELD 
BASKETBALL

COURT
CONTRACT 

NUMBER 2170.01
Sealed bids for the
construction of the
Project will be re-
ceived at the Pleas-
ant Valley Town Hall
located at 1554 Main
Street, Pleasant Val-
ley, New York 12569
until Friday, January
24, 2025, at 12:00 PM
local time. At that time
the sealed bids re-
ceived will be publicly
opened and read.
The Project includes
the following Work:
The Town has devel-
oped final designs and
construction draw-
ings for the removal of
an existing tennis
court and the installa-
tion of a new basket-
ball court at Cady
Field, located at 1554
Main Street in Pleas-
ant Valley. 
* Remove existing as-
phalt surfacing, chain
link fencing, and asso-
ciated tennis court
equipment. The ten-
nis court subbase will
be re-used.
* Install new basket-
ball court surface and
associated equip-
ment, erosion control,
sidewalk, a segmen-
tal retaining wall,
chain link fencing and
gates, and site
restoration with lawn. 
* An existing water well
will be decommis-
sioned in accordance
with Dutchess County
Department of Health
(DOH) requirements.
Lump Sum Bids are
requested for the fol-
lowing Contract: Con-
tract 1 – General
Construction
Work shall be sub-

stantially completed
on or before June 2,
2025, and ready for fi-
nal payment by June
30, 2025. 
Obtaining the Bid-
ding Documents
To become a Regis-
tered Plan Holder and
to obtain electronic
copies of the Contract
Documents, please
visit the MJ Engineer-
ing, Architecture,
Landscape Architec-
ture, and Land Sur-
veying, P.C. Plan
Room located at
http://www.mjteam.
com/bids. Bids re-
ceived from non-reg-
istered plan holders
may be subject to dis-
qualification.
Addenda, if any, will be
issued only to Regis-
tered Plan Holders
whose name and ad-
dress are on record.
Neither Owner nor En-
gineer will be respon-
sible for Bidding Doc-
uments, including ad-
denda, if any, ob-
tained from sources
other than the desig-
nated website. 
The Issuing Office for
the Bidding Docu-
ments is:
MJ Engineering, 
Architecture, Land-
scape Architecture,
and Land Survey-
ing, P.C.
21 Corporate Drive,
Clifton Park, NY
12065
Douglas Gerber,
PLA, 518-371-0799
EXT 357, dgerber@
mjteam.com
Prospective Bidders
may examine the Bid-
ding Documents at the
Issuing Office on Mon-
day through Friday
between the hours of
8 am to 4 pm.
Deadline for ques-
tions is 4:00 pm on
Thursday, January
16, 2025.
Pre-bid Conference
A pre-bid conference
for the Project will be
held on Tuesday,
January 14, 2025, at
12:00pm at Cady
Field located behind
the Town of Pleasant
Valley Town Hall at
1554 Main Street,
Pleasant Valley, New
York 12569. Atten-

dance at the pre-bid
conference is encour-
aged but not required.
Instructions to 
Bidders
For all further require-
ments regarding bid
submittal, qualifica-
tions, procedures,
and contract award,
refer to the Instruc-
tions to Bidders that
are included in the Bid-
ding Documents.
Prevailing Wages
The Bidders must
comply with New York
State Department of
Labor Prevailing
Wage Rate Schedule. 
Bid security in the
amount of 5% of the
Bid must accompany
each Bid in accor-
dance with the In-
structions to Bidders.
The successful Bid-
ders will be required to
furnish a performance
bond and a payment
bond, each in an
amount equal to 100%
of the contract price. 
Attention of Bidders is
particularly called to
the requirements for
ensuring that employ-
ees and applicants for
employment are not
discriminated against
because of their race,
color, religion, sex or
national origin.
The Owner, reserves
the right to waive any
informalities or irregu-
larities in the Bid re-
ceived, or to reject any
or all Bids without 
explanation.
The Owner is an ex-
empt organization un-
der the Tax Law and is
exempt from payment
of Sales and Compen-
sating Use Taxes on
materials which are to
be incorporated into
the project and which
are to be separately
sold by the Contractor
to the Owner prior to
incorporation into the
project, pursuant to
the provisions of the
Contract. These taxes
are not to be included
in the bid.
This Advertisement
is issued by:
Owner: Town of
Pleasant Valley
By:    Mary Beth Muir
Title: Town Clerk
Date: December 30,

2024
________________
________________

NOTICE OF TAX
COLLECTION 2025
TOWN OF PLEAS-
ANT VALLEY, NEW

YORK
PLEASE TAKE 
NOTICE, that I, Mary
Beth Muir, the under-
signed Collector of
Taxes of the Town of
Pleasant Valley,
County of Dutchess
and State of New 
York, have duly 
received the tax roll
and warrant for the
collection of taxes
within the Town of
Pleasant Valley for 
the year 2025, and
that I will attend at
Town Hall, 1554 Main
Street, in the said
Town of Pleasant 
Valley from today to
February 28, 2025 at
9:00 o’clock in the
forenoon to 6:00 
o’clock in the after-
noon on TUESDAY
and THURSDAY and
FRIDAY collection
hours will be 9:00 
o’clock in the fore-
noon to 1:00 o’clock 
in the afternoon.
MONDAY and
WEDNESDAY 9:00
o’clock in the fore-
noon to 4:00 o’clock 
in the afternoon.
MARCH, APRIL and
MAY collection hours
will be 9 o’clock in the
forenoon to 4:00 
o’clock in the after-
noon with the excep-
tion of FRIDAYcollec-
tion hours will be 9:00
o’clock in the fore-
noon to 1:00 o’clock 
in the afternoon, ex-
cept SATURDAYS,
SUNDAYS and LE-
GAL HOLIDAYS for
the purpose of collect-
ing the taxes listed on
the said roll.
PLEASE TAKE FUR-
THER NOTICE, that
taxes may be paid on
or before  February 
28, 2025 without
charge or interest.  On
all taxes received 
after such date, there
shall be a 2 percent
added interest if paid
on or before March 31,
2025 and an addi-
tional 1 percent for
each additional
month or fraction

thereof thereafter 
until such taxes are
paid or until the return
of unpaid taxes to the
county treasurer 
pursuant to law.
TAKE FURTHER 
NOTICE, that pursu-
ant to the provisions of
law the tax roll of the
Town of Pleasant 
Valley will be returned
to the Dutchess
County Commis-
sioner of Finance on
the 1st day of June,
2025.
PLEASE TAKE FUR-
THER NOTICE, a re-
minder of unpaid
taxes will be sent on 
or before May 01,
2025. A fee of $2.00
will be added to your
tax bill during the full
month of May.
DATED:
January 1, 2025
Mary Beth Muir
Tax Collector
Town of Pleasant 
Valley
________________
________________

REQUEST FOR
PROPOSAL

NOTICE
The Purchasing
Agent, County of
Dutchess, Pough-
keepsie, New York,
hereby invites the
submission of propos-
als for: Bid #RFP-
DCP-05-25

EISEP Consumer 
Directed Fiscal 
Intermediary

Proposals must be
submitted electroni-
cally through the 
Empire State Pur-
chasing Group’s 
Regional Bid Notifica-
tion System (BidNet
Direct) Portal on or 
before 2:00 p.m., Jan-
uary 24, 2025.  Speci-
fications, proposal
forms and submittal
instructions may be
obtained by visiting
our website http://
www.dutchessny.
gov, selecting 
“Government”, then
selecting “Bidding
and RFP Opportuni-
ties”. For additional 
information, call 
845-486-3613.
________________
________________

REQUEST FOR
PROPOSAL

NOTICE

The Purchasing
Agent, County of
Dutchess, Pough-
keepsie, New York,
hereby invites the
submission of propos-
als for: Bid #RFP-
DCP-02-25

Part 820 OASAS 
Stabilization and 

Rehabilitation Beds
Proposals must be
submitted electroni-
cally through the 
Empire State Pur-
chasing Group’s Re-
gional Bid Notification
System (BidNet Di-
rect) Portal on or be-
fore 2:00 p.m., Febru-
ary 11, 2025.  Specifi-
cations, proposal
forms and submittal
instructions may be
obtained by visiting
our website http://
www.dutchessny.
gov, selecting “Gov-
ernment”, then select-
ing “Bidding and 
RFP Opportunities”.
For additional 
information, call 
845-486-3613.
________________
________________

PUBLIC NOTICE
PLEASE TAKE 
NOTICE:  I Catherine
Gill, the undersigned
Collector of Taxes for
the Town of Milan,
County of Dutchess,
and State of New York,
have duly received the
tax roll and warrant for
the collection of taxes
within the Town of Mi-
lan for the year of
2025. I will be collect-
ing taxes at the follow-
ing place and time
listed below:
MILAN TOWN HALL:
Collection of taxes will
be at the Milan Town
Clerk’s Office, 20
Wilcox Circle in the
Town of Milan from to-
day to February 28,
2025 – Monday,
Wednesday and Fri-
day, 9:00 AM to 2:30
PM or by mail anytime
– excepting Satur-
days, Sundays and
holidays.
FURTHER NOTICE:
The taxes may be paid
on or before February
28, 2025 without
charge or interest.   All
taxes received after
such date, there shall
be added interest 2 %
interest if paid on or be-

fore March 31, 2024
and an additional 1%
for each additional
month or fraction
thereof thereafter un-
til such taxes are paid
or until the return of un-
paid taxes to the
county treasurer pur-
suant to law.
FURTHER NOTICE:
that a reminder of un-
paid taxes will be sent
on or before May 15th,
2025.  A fee of $2.00
will be added to your
tax bill during the full
month of May.
PLEASE TAKE FUR-
THER NOTICE:  Pur-
suant to the provisions
of the law, the Tax Roll
of the Town of Milan
will be returned to the
Dutchess County
Commission of Fi-
nance on the 1st of
June 2025.
Catherine Gill
Milan Tax Collector
________________
________________

PUBLIC HEARING –
PLEASE TAKE 
NOTICE the Milan
Town Board will hold a
public hearing on
1/20/2025 at 6:50 pm
on Local Law No. 1 of
2025 amending Sec-
tions 1 and 2 of Chap-
ter 183 of the Code of
the Town of Milan in-
creasing the exemp-
tions for senior citi-
zens and persons with
physical disabilities.
Said hearing will take
place at the Milan
Town Hall, 20 Wilcox
Circle, Milan, NY.

PUBLIC HEARING –
PLEASE TAKE 
NOTICE the Milan
Town Board will hold 
a public hearing on
1/20/2025 at 6:55 pm
on Resolution No.1 of
2025 for property tax
exemption for volun-
teer firefighter and vol-
unteer ambulance
service member.  Said
hearing will take place
at the Milan Town Hall,
20 Wilcox Circle, Mi-
lan, NY.
By order of the Milan
Town Board
Catherine Gill, Town
Clerk
________________
________________

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

The deadline for Legals is every Friday @ 12 noon for a Wednesday Publication*    *When a public holiday falls on a Monday the deadline becomes Thursday  at noon.

Answers to this
week’s diversions 

(puzzles on page12 )

S U D O K U
This week’s answer 

Suguru solution

SEND US YOUR NEWS:
cschmidt@sdutchessnews.com
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Hinchey bill launching first statewide review 
of TBI care in New York signed into law

ALBANY, NY – Senator Michelle
Hinchey recently announced that her bill
to improve access to services for New
Yorkers with Traumatic Brain Injuries
(TBI) has been signed into law. The bill,
S.1478/A.7215, inspired by the chal-
lenges faced by former Ulster County res-
ident Hannah Berryan and her mother,
Katherine, will be the first statewide
review of TBI care in New York.

At 16, Hannah Berryan was severely
injured in a car accident, resulting in a
life-changing TBI that now requires 24-
hour care. In 2021, Hinchey’s office
worked closely with the Berryans to find
care for Hannah in the Hudson Valley;
however, due to a lack of local options,
Hannah has had to move out of state. Her
mother, Katherine, remains in Ulster
County, where she continues to advocate
for her daughter and TBI survivors across
New York.

To support families like the Berryans,

Hinchey’s legislation directs the New
York State TBI Services Coordinating
Council to develop recommendations
related to TBI care, including reviewing
the availability and accessibility of servic-
es, regional disparities, emerging trends in
TBI, differences in services and outcomes
for New Yorkers served by various TBI
programs, and efficiency of service
administration. The recommendations are
required to be completed within a year
and posted on the New York State
Department of Health’s website.

Hinchey said, “After nearly a decade of
searching for TBI care, Hannah and
Katherine Berryan came to my office for
help when leaving the Hudson Valley
became their only option in order to get
Hannah the specialized care she needed—
a path no family in our community should
ever have to take. Hannah and Katherine's
fight to access local TBI services became
a fight that my office took on alongside

them through new legislation aimed at
creating change. I’m proud that our bill,
which authorizes the first statewide
review of TBI care in New York, has been
signed into law because we know it will
shine a light on how we need to help peo-
ple with this complex disability live the
best quality of life possible. I’m honored
to work with Katherine and Hannah to
move this important issue forward and
help families like them facing roadblocks
to TBI care get the services they deserve.”

Katherine Beryan, TBI Advocate and
Regional Lead Transition and Peer
Specialist for the Independent Living
Center of the Hudson Valley said, “I want
to thank Senator Hinchey for her steadfast
dedication and compassion in the passing
of Hannah’s bill. This bill will now bring
optics, clarity, and substantiation to the
underserved brain injury population in
New York State. For over ten years,
Hannah has not been able to obtain the

medically necessary treatments needed to
thrive because New York does not ade-
quately service or support people with
Traumatic Brain Injuries. This bill is the
first step in righting what is happening to
all people in New York State with brain
injuries. Hannah and I are honored to rep-
resent this population, and we have dedi-
cated our lives to serve as a beacon of hope
for all TBI survivors and their families.”

Christina Lebeau, Director of
Advocacy and Engagement at the Brain
Injury Association of New York State,
said, “This law marks a significant step
toward ensuring that every New Yorker
with a TBI can access the care they need
without leaving their community. I thank
Senator Hinchey for her tireless advocacy
for individuals impacted by brain injury
and Governor Hochul for signing this 
critical legislation into law.”
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GOLDEN LIVING
MAKING YOUR WISHES KNOWN

When it comes to your health care and
end-of-life decisions, do your loved ones
know what you would want, or would
they be left guessing and arguing among
themselves if you became unable to
decide for yourself?

These don’t have to be awkward con-
versations. It may come as a pleasant sur-
prise to those closest to you that you’ve
been giving end-of-life and aging issues
some thought, to spare them future confu-
sion in an already stressful situation.

Making your wishes clearly known, in
writing, is the basis of what’s called
“advance care planning.” The goal is to
create plans known as “advance direc-
tives” covering the decisions that are best
made ahead of time, while you’re able to
do so. The directive can describe what
you want, as well as what you don’t.

NOTHING’S CARVED IN STONE
Your wishes may change between now

and this time next year, or ten years from
now, or even next week. An advance
directive only takes effect if you cannot
communicate your own wishes. That’s
how the directive is designed: to let you
make changes as your needs evolve.

The American Bar Association defines
advance care planning as “A process for
setting goals and plans with respect to
medical care and treatments. It requires
conversations between the individual and
his or her family, key health care
providers, and anyone else who may be
involved in decision-making. It can begin
at any point in a person’s life, regardless
of his or her current health state and, ide-
ally, is documented in an advance direc-
tive or recorded in your medical record,
revisited periodically, and becomes more
specific as your health status changes.”

If you are looking for a simple way to
make your wishes known, a living will or
a durable power of attorney are great
directives to start with. There may be
other directives needed to cover your

finances and estate, depending on your n
WHAT HAPPENS 

WITHOUT DIRECTIVES?
Planning can only improve your

chances of receiving the care you prefer,
while avoiding treatments you may wish
to avoid. The lack of an advance care
directive, on the other hand, can compli-
cate what could otherwise be straightfor-
ward decisions about your health care.
Without a directive, doctors may try to
look to family, friends or clergy for guid-
ance, or to a court-appointed guardian if
no one can be found to make decisions on
your behalf.
IT COSTS LESS THAN DOING NOTHING

While OFA legal services do not have
a financial eligibility requirement, the
services are intended for those who
would be otherwise unable to afford
them. We operate our legal services divi-
sion on a suggested-donation basis.

Reach out to OFA at 845-486-2555 or
ofa@dutchessny.gov, and we can help
you get started with the advance directive
process. Visit dutchessny.gov/ofalegal to
find out more about our full range of legal
services, as well as additional legal serv-
ices located nearby.

SOMETHING DIFFERENT 
TO START 2025 – CHICKEN SOUP

Try as we may to avoid them, we all
catch colds. To battle this inevitability to
a draw, humanity has come up with folk
remedies; some of which do work, at
least to some extent.

You might recognize the following
remedy, taken from Pliny the Elder’s
Natural History, written 77-79 A.D.: “The
skin of the crop of poultry, sprinkled into
the drink when dried, or roasted if fresh,
relieves chest catarrhs and moist coughs.”

It’s translated from the Latin of
Imperial Rome, but we know chicken
soup when we see it.

The medical journal Chest, from the
American College of Chest Physicians,
reports that chicken soup is indeed a use-

Answer to this week’s Dot to Dot (puzzle on page 10)

ful temporary cold remedy. The soup’s
heat clears the airways. Its water keeps
you hydrated and replaces fluids. The
combination of fats, garlic and spices
work together to break up mucus and
calm the throat.

And it can’t be a can of Campbell’s
that’ll cure what ails you. Too processed,
and too much sodium. What’s needed is
the soup our grandparents would make
when we were home sick. Look at any
culture on earth. If they raised poultry,
they used the whole bird – and made
some kind of soup from it.

None as good as yours or your grand-
ma’s, of course. But if you don’t have the
classic family recipe handy, here are just
a few from around the world.

From the southern US: chicken and
rice soup

From Finland: you might need to
know Finnish (or Google Translate) for
this one.

From Africa: chicken pepper soup.
From Mexico (and the Caribbean):

caldo de pollo.
From Poland: it’s called rosól there.
From India: chicken rasam and more.
Of course there’s Jewish chicken soup,

and many other culinary mashups like
chicken matzo ball ramen.

Japanese style chicken and dumplings
And we’re not forgetting the vegan

spin on “chicken” soup, which includes
the important tip for all noodle soups - to
cook your noodles separately from your
soup, lest the noodles go mushy from
absorbing too much broth.

‘FRIENDLY CALLS’ JANUARY
VOLUNTEER ORIENTATIONS

With OFA’s “Friendly Calls” program,
you can choose to make phone calls to
older adults at risk of social isolation, or
you can choose to receive calls - or you
can do both. For those of you who
haven’t volunteered before and are
exploring your possibilities, “Friendly

Calls” can be ideal. A typical "Friendly
Calls" series takes place once a week, for
20-30 minutes a call, for eight weeks.
“Friendly Calls” volunteers must be at
least 18 years of age. Those who wish to
receive calls must be Dutchess County
residents at least 60 years of age.

Upcoming “Friendly Calls” orienta-
tions at OFA headquarters at 114
Delafield St. in Poughkeepsie are sched-
uled as follows:

Monday 1/13/25, 1:30pm
Tuesday 1/21/25, 10:00am
Monday 1/27/25, 1:30pm
To schedule your orientation – they

last about an hour – here at our
Poughkeepsie office, call 845-486-2555
during business hours, or email
ledgar@dutchessny.gov.

EBT CARD NEWS FOR 2025
After a rash of “skimming” scams tar-

geting EBT (formerly known as food
stamps) benefit cards, New York State is
(slowly) moving its EBT system to more
secure cards, the kind with “smart card”
chips that we’ve seen on debit and credit
cards for years. Here’s the latest from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

We’ll let you know ASAP when New
York announces a timetable on the rollout
of new cards.

In the meantime, if you’ve had bene-
fits stolen recently, the window to have a
scammed card replenished is a lot tighter
than it was just a few months ago.

Worried about scams in general? Visit
dutchessny.gov/scampreventionresources
for useful contact information.

Golden Living is prepared by the Dutchess
County Office for the Aging, 114 Delafield St.,
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601, telephone
845-486-2555, email: ofa@dutchessny.gov
website: www.dutchessny.gov/aging Social
media: www.facebook.com/Dutchess
CountyOFA

Excelsior Scholarship application for spring term open through Feb. 2
Governor Kathy Hochul and the New

York State Higher Education Services
Corporation (HESC) recently announced
the opening of the spring 2025 Excelsior
Scholarship application. Eligible students
planning to enroll full-time in a SUNY or
CUNY two- or four-year college or uni-
versity in the spring 2025 term can apply.
The Excelsior Scholarship allows eligible
full-time students to attend a SUNY or
CUNY tuition-free.

“The Excelsior Scholarship transforms
lives by making higher education more
affordable and accessible for students
across New York State,” Hochul said. “I
encourage every eligible New Yorker to
apply for this scholarship to pursue their
higher education goals and build a
brighter future for themselves, their fam-
ily, and their community.”

To be eligible for the spring Excelsior
Scholarship, applicants must meet eligi-
bility requirements, including but not
limited to the following criteria:

• Have an adjusted combined federal
household income of $125,000 or less;

• Be entering college in the spring
2025 term;

• Plan to attend a SUNY or CUNY
two- or four-year college full-time;

• Agree to live in New York State and
not be employed out of state for a dura-
tion equal to the number of years you
received the scholarship.

To be eligible for the Excelsior
Scholarship, students eligible for federal
aid must complete the FAFSA and New
York State Tuition Assistance Program
(TAP) applications or apply through the
New York State DREAM Act. The TAP
application can be accessed through the

New York State Aid link at the end of the
FAFSA. Students who already submitted
their FAFSA and missed the link can
apply at https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-
for-aid/fafsa

NY HESC President Dr. Guillermo
Linares said, “I want to thank Governor
Hochul for recognizing the importance of
investing in higher education and its role
in shaping the future of our state. Her
commitment to ensuring that every stu-
dent has a fair shot at an affordable edu-
cation is transforming lives and creating
opportunities.”

SUNY Chancellor John B. King Jr.
said, “There is a place at SUNY for every
New Yorker, and we are committed to
delivering an exceptional educational
experience at an affordable price. With
the invaluable support of the Excelsior
Scholarship, New York State's Tuition
Assistance Program, and other financial
aid, 52% of in-state SUNY students
attend one of our 64 institutions com-
pletely tuition-free. This is made possible
through the incredible efforts of
Governor Kathy Hochul and our legisla-
tive partners.”

CUNY Chancellor Félix V. Matos
Rodríguez said, “As part of our efforts to
help current and prospective students
access financial aid by completing their
FAFSA and TAP applications, we are also
encouraging eligible students to apply for
robust New York State opportunities like
the Excelsior Scholarship, which has
already enabled thousands of CUNY stu-
dents to attend college tuition-free and
provided a pathway for them to pursue
and achieve their dreams. We thank Gov.
Hochul for her strong commitment to

keeping the many benefits of higher edu-
cation accessible and attainable to all
New Yorkers.”

Launched in 2017, the New York State
Excelsior Scholarship provides students
with the opportunity to attend SUNY and

CUNY colleges and universities tuition-
free. By removing financial barriers, the
program aims to make higher education
more accessible to middle-class families.
For more information or to apply, visit
hesc.ny.gov/excelsior.
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