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Forthcoming Town Events.
During the next several weeks we hope to

experience nice Fall weather. Then, our
Town Parks should be amongst the most
pleasurable during the year. Committed to
continue to provide activities during this new
normal, we invite you to enjoy our outdoor
venues with family and friends for the fol-
lowing events:

Oct. 16 and Oct. 17, beginning at 5 p.m.
each day,  JPAC will perform Seussical the
Musical on the band shell at Brexel-
Schlathaus Park (intersection of All Angels
Hill Road and Myers Corner Road).

Saturday, Oct. 17, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m, we
will hold our annual Craft Fair (at
Wappinger Town Hall, 20 Middlebush
Road). This year, the Craft Fair will be held
outdoors. Currently, we have 27 vendors
registered. We will also be hosting a food
drive to benefit the food pantries at Zion
Episcopal Church and first Presbyterian
Church, and also collecting pet food to be
donated to Safe Haven Animal Rescue in
Hopewell. Even though we will be outdoors,
our Town Covid Protocols will be enforced. 

Sunday, Oct. 18, from 1 - 4 p.m, James’s
Warr;ors Suicide Prevention and Mental
Health Awareness Car Show at Carnwath

Farms Historic Site & Park. Carnwath is
located in the Wheeler Hill Historic District
on Wheeler Hill Road.. The mission of
James’s Warriors, a non-profit organization,
is to provide a resource to those affected by
suicide through public awareness and educa-
tion. They aim to: change the way mental
health is perceived, reduce the stigma 
surrounding it, and prevent suicide. Town
Covid Protocols will be enforced.

Saturday, Oct. 24, at Wappinger Town
Hall, IncrediCon will be hosted outdoors
during the hours of 10 a.m. – 4p.m., 
highlighting comics and other pop 
culture. This Fall Fest will feature local ven-
dors, artists, your favorite comics, toys,
crafts, collectibles and vinyl. Town Covid
Protocols will be enforced.

Sunday, Oct. 25, noon - 5 p.m., the DC 10-
13 Foundation (Sheriff Butch Anderson’s
charitable organization) will be hosting their
Fall Festival in Support of Law Enforcement
at Whortlekill Rod and Gun Club in East
Fishkill.

Saturday, Oct. 31, 2020,  noon – 2 p.m.,
the Village of Wappingers Falls will be host-
ing a Halloween Treat Caravan throughout
the Village.

Sunday, November 11th, 1pm, we will

Richard Thurston

hold our annual Veterans Day Ceremony at
Wappinger Town Hall Flag Plaza,. Our
Ceremony will honor all veterans, past and
present, for their service to our country. A
number of local officials will attend.  Town
Covid Protocols will be enforced.

Wappinger 2021 tentative budget 
Town of Wappinger 2021 Budget

Summary. On Oct. 5, I presented to the
Town Board the Tentative 2021 Budget. The
first Board review session was held on
Tuesday, October 13. Among the highlights
of the Tentative Budget are: 

- Combined Tax levy for Town and
Special Districts increased from $8,494,101
to $8,545,445 (0.60%).

- The combined tax levy increase is below
the allowable State levy growth factor of
1.56%. 

If we were to adopt the full State property
tax levy cap, and not my proposed 0.60%,
the Town-wide tax levy would increase by
$132,507. 

Because of future uncertainties and suffer-
ing by residents to date, I want to try to keep
the tax rate flat against last year.

- Total combined expenditure budget of A,
B & DB funds is budgeted for 2021 at

Plenty of activities abound for local residents to enjoy
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$10,243,533, down from $10,276,003 for
2020.

Tax Rates:
- Town homestead tax rate, unchanged at

$1.86 per $1,000 of assessed value.
- Village homestead tax rate, unchanged at

$0.77 per $1,000 of assessed value.
- Fund “A” appropriated fund balance

$440,000, down from $632,933 in 2020. 
Selected Revenue Assumptions:

Sales tax receipts budgeted at the county
contracted minimum of  $1,094,000, down
from the 2020 budgeted amount.

NY State AIM contribution to budgeted at
$173,485 down from $266,900.

Mortgage tax budget unchanged at
$450,000.

Please stay safe and remain well.
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Rolison appointed to NYCOM committee
Mayor Rob Rolison of the City of

Poughkeepsie has been appointed to serve
on the sixteen-member Executive
Committee of the New York State
Conference of Mayors and Municipal
Officials (NYCOM).  Mayor Richard David
of the City of Binghamton, President of the
Conference of Mayors, made the selection. 

In announcing the appointment, Mayor
David stated, "Mayor Rolison is a proven
municipal leader, with a wide range of expe-
rience and success at the city, county and

town levels of government.  His results-ori-
ented approach to leadership, as well as his
expertise in public safety, will be strong
assets to NYCOM as we represent our city
and village members.”

“NYCOM plays a very important role as the
legislative advocate for cities and villages, and
provides extensive professional training for
elected and appointed officials. The organiza-
tion works diligently on our behalf and consci-
entiously seeks input from its members about
the most pressing issues we face. I am honored

to be appointed to this position of leadership
within NYCOM,” said Rolison. 

Rolison has been Mayor of Poughkeepsie
since January 1, 2016. Prior to being elected
Mayor, he served in the Dutchess County
Legislature from 2003-2015, including six
years as Chairman before retiring in
February 2008.  

Rolison has served in a wide variety of vol-
untary capacities including on the Board of
Directors of the Dutchess County Economic
Development Corporation and St. Simeon’s

(which operates affordable senior apartments
in Poughkeepsie);  Chairman of the Hudson
Valley Regional Council; State Advisory
Board member of the Office of Children and
Family Services; and member of the Cider
Mill Friends, the Board of Trustees of
Dutchess Community College, the Salvation
Army Advisory Board, Catharine Street
Community Center’s Board of Directors, the
American Red Cross Dutchess County
Chapter Board of Directors, and the Purple
Heart Hall of Honor. 
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866.440.0391 / UlsterSavings.com

Locations Throughout the Hudson Valley including:
39 Burnett Boulevard / Poughkeepsie • 2680 South Road / Poughkeepsie
7296 South Broadway / Red Hook • 1387 Route 9 / Wappingers Falls

 EQUAL HOUSING LENDER / MEMBER FDIC  

Open an Absolutely Free
1

 Checking 
with US and Choose a Free

2

 Gift!

1Customer purchases checks. Other fees such as insufficient funds, overdraft privilege fee, continuous overdraft fee, 
etc. may apply. See fee schedule on our website for details. Minimum opening deposit for Absolutely Free Checking 
is only $25. All other personal checking accounts require $50. Ask for details. Offer good on personal accounts only; 
business and corporate accounts do not qualify for these plans. 2Value of free gift may be reportable as interest on 
1099-MISC form. We reserve the right to substitute a gift of similar value. Free gift provided at the time of account 
opening. 3No surcharge fees at Ulster Savings and Allpoint ATMs applies to Ulster Savings cardholders only. Fees 
may apply at other ATM locations. 4Certain restrictions, terms, and conditions apply. Contact 1-800-Mastercard for 
more details.

• No minimum balance requirements

• No monthly service charges

• Free online banking and mobile app

• Free
3

 zero liability 
4

 debit Mastercard®                  

• Free online statements

Ready for a bank 
that starts with U?

VFW members Dave Gunn, Mike Brady and Jimmy Metrando deliver Girl Scout
cookies to veterans as part of Operation Cookie Drop. 

-Courtesy photo

Autumn in the Hudson Valley is defi-
nitely here, and even though the pandem-
ic is still changing our lives in so many
ways, we can still experience all the hall-
marks of the fall season. It’s time for the
beauty of leaves changing color and the
comfortable feel of waking up on a chilly
morning. It’s time again for those won-
derful smells of apple cider, pumpkin
picking, and the neighbor’s old-fashioned
wood stove.

And of course, it’s also time for people
to start talking about veterans again.

As a community and as a nation, I wish
we talked about the real needs of our local
veterans all year round; certainly, the
problems our heroes face don’t only
occur in the two months leading up to
Election Day. But it seems that each year,
those issues suddenly become very, very
important to folks seeking elected office.
That is, until November 4th of course,
when those issues magically disappear
until the next election season rolls
around.

You probably are noticing this phenom-
enon, too. Today when you visit
Facebook, you’ll notice many social
media posts showing a candidate talking
with veterans. Leaves are falling but bill-
boards have suddenly popped up all over
the Hudson Valley, touting the same
thing. 

As Commander of the Poughkeepsie
VFW for the past three years now, when-
ever election season comes around I
always get the same question. “What are
the issues that matter most to our veter-
ans?” People ask, is it the Second
Amendment? Is it securing their VA ben-
efits? Or is it supporting veterans’ mental

Veterans’ issues are year-round,
not just during election season

DISPATCHES FROM THE VFW                                                                                                               by Tom Zurhellen

health programs?
All those are very important topics. But

my answer is always, none of the above.
This might surprise you, but the issue

that matters most to our veterans is sim-
ply, respect.

Yes, respect. Veterans don’t want to be
forgotten ten months out of the year, only
to be thrust into the spotlight because
there’s an election coming up. Our veter-
ans should never be a political issue. And
believe me, our veterans know full well
when a candidate is showing them gen-
uine respect, and when a candidate is sim-
ply paying lip service or looking for a
“photo op.”

And veterans do vote, more than any
other population in America. A recent sur-
vey conducted by the national VFW
found that in the 2016 election, an incred-
ible 97% of VFW members voted. That’s
an impressive number, and it shows that
while veterans might not always be vocal
about politics, they do care about our
country, very much. 

Here at the VFW, we work hard every
single day to support our local veterans,
not just the days leading up to an election.
And I know our partners at nonprofits like
the American Legion, MHA Vet 2 Vet and
Hudson River Housing feel the same way.
We’re the ones doing the daily grind to
make sure our local heroes get the support
they need, regardless of who’s voting for
whom. We’re the ones walking the walk,
while others merely talk the talk for a
couple of months every year. And I think
our veterans (and the folks who love
those veterans) know that.

So I hope you get to enjoy autumn in
the Hudson Valley, even with the social

distancing we need to stay safe. And I
hope everyone exercises their right to
vote! But most of all, I hope that once the
election is over, we still keep the needs of
our veterans in the forefront of our hearts
and minds. Our veterans deserve that
year-round respect and a lot more.

Thank you for listening! See you next
time!

Tom Zurhellen is the commander at
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post
170 in Poughkeepsie. A Navy veteran, he
served aboard the cruisers USS Truxtun
and USS California during the Persian
Gulf War. He currently serves as
Associate Professor of English at Marist
College, where he has taught Creative
Writing courses for the last 15 years.


