
By Jim Donick

Father Karl Lindblad, currently the
pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka Catholic
Parish in Pleasant Valley, spent much of
his priestly career far from this small
New York State country parish. Father
Lindblad came to the parish with a 
different set of experiences.  He is a
retired Navy Chaplain.

Father Karl knew from an early age
that he wanted to spend his life as a
Catholic priest. He had a hankering,
though, to serve his country as well as his
God. It may seem an odd juxtaposition,
but he is not a man to find the difficult or
the complex to be remotely impossible.

Fr. Lindblad (he prefers "Father Karl”)
was born and raised in New York City.
His father’s side of the family did a fair
bit of exploration as well as service in the
Merchant Marine. His mother’s family
background included cattle ranching,
plantations, and petrochemical engineer-
ing. His is not the background of a tradi-
tional  Irish-American priest like so many
of his contemporaries.

Fr. Karl is a long-serving decorated
combat veteran, a military chaplain to the
United States Marine Corps, the Navy
and Coast Guard. During his military
service he was heavily involved in the
recovery from the 9-11 World Trade
Center disaster and has even caught
Somali pirates in the Indian Ocean.

When asked how he came to be a mil-
itary chaplain rather than a regular parish
priest he offered the following:

“When I got to the seminary I had an
interest in the military as well. I called
the local Navy Recruiter, who didn’t
know me from Adam, and asked him,
‘Does the Navy still have chaplains?’
‘Yes,’ he replied. ‘Do you have Catholic
chaplains?’ I continued. Once again the
response was in the affirmative. At that
point I told him I was a Catholic seminar-
ian and interested in becoming a chap-
lain.’ He said, ‘You’re already in semi-
nary?’ ‘Yes, I told him.’

“He quickly responded, ‘Don’t move.
I’ll get somebody out to you right away.’
Soon an officer arrived and chatted a few
minutes then helped me fill out all of the
paperwork. I don’t think the Navy makes
a habit of sending officers to help poten-
tial recruits. But there it was.”

Fr. Karl did his boot camp and other
training in the summers of his last two
years at seminary. He was ordained a
priest in 1987 for the Archdiocese of
New York by John Cardinal O’Connor,
and was also commissioned an Ensign in
the United States Navy.  Prior to becom-
ing Cardinal Archbishop of New York
O’Connor, himself, had served as a Navy
Chaplain and retired as Rear Admiral and
Chief of Chaplains for the Navy.

In his navy career, Fr. Karl was sta-
tioned throughout the world. He retired

Father Karl Lindblad (above), currently the pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka Catholic Parish in Pleasant Valley, served as Chaplain of the USS
Nassau (top) from December 2005 to December 2007. The Nassau is an amphibious attack ship for carrying troops, mostly Marines, to where
they need to be and landing them, mostly via helicopters. In the photo above left, Fr. Lindblad performs a burial at sea for a retired career
Marine who wanted to be buried at a particular part of the ocean in an area where he had served for several years. Courtesy photos

Priest, Sailor, Marine: A Navy
Chaplain’s world is full of adventure  
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Local business gives back to veterans
By Jim Donick

Viscount Wines and Liquor is leading
the way in showing local businesses a
way to give back to the community. In
this case they have created a program for
Veterans to help other Veterans and a way
to raise significant money for the
Disabled American Veterans (DAV)
organization.

The coordinator of the program and its
chief cheerleader is Technical Sergeant
(Retired) Sean Landolt. After 20+ years
in the United States Air Force, he
returned home to Dutchess County and
began working with his father at Viscount
Wines and Liquor in Wappingers Falls.

Landolt’s Air Force career took him all
over the world, working in a number of
technical fields, both in health care and,
later, in a unit monitoring nuclear treaty
compliance throughout the world.

Sean Landolt of Viscount is, himself, a
disabled veteran. He and his father, an
owner of the store, feel strongly that 
businesses must not only make money
but must support the communities that
support them. With their interest in 
veterans affairs, the choice of themes 
was obvious to them.

There are two parts this year: a “Paint
and Sip” event, a one-day special affair;
and the now ongoing Veterans For
Veterans (V4V) program.

The Paint and Sip event was hosted in
collaboration with the Disabled American
Veterans Organization (DAV).

Viscount’s Veterans for Veterans 
program was started to give veterans the
opportunity to pay it forward to other 
veterans.

“We offer a military discount here in
our store,” Landolt says. “For the V4V
program we allow all military (active,
reserve, guard, veteran and retired) the
option of receiving this well-deserved
discount, or the option of donating it to
the local Disabled American Veterans
(DAV) chapter 144, run by John Masselli
and his dedicated staff. We have raised
around $3000 in under 6 months, and the
program will be ongoing.”

The Paint and Sip is an event that Sean
Landolt coordinates with his wife,
Rachel. She is the artist donating her time
to lead the event. He notes, “while we
were stationed in Thailand, she started a
successful paint and sip business where
she would host adults and children (no

Representatives of Viscount Wines and Liquor in the Town of Wappinger present a check for
$3,200 to officials with the local Disabled American Veterans (DAV) chapter 144, run by John
Masselli and his dedicated staff. The Veterans For Veterans (V4V) program benefits local 
veterans. The $3,200 was raised through a Paint and Sip event that culminated with the
check presentation on Sunday, Oct 29. Photo by Curtis Schmidt

continued on page 4
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alcohol at these) parties where the 
participants can learn about creating their
own art. In the past it has been a huge
success.”

The event took place on the 29th of
October and was sold out long before the
doors even opened. This additional
fundraiser for DAV added to the 
money already raised  by the V4V
program to date.

When it came time to present a check
to John Masselli of DAV there was a

thousand dollars from the Paint and Sip
event added to the $3,200 from V4V
which made for a total of $4,200.

“As a retired Air Force veteran,” says
Landolt, “it means a lot for me to come
home to where I grew up and make 
positive changes. I hope perhaps our V4V
program will catch on and perhaps other
businesses will adopt similar programs
which can help to serve any number of
communities.”

Local business gives back to veterans
continued from page 3

The Commander’s Appreciation Award is presented to Riley Landolt by local chapter DAV
Commander, John Masselli, for her assistance with the “Paint and Sip” event. Right: A cus-
tom U.S. Air Force blanket is presented to Technical Sergeant (Retired) Sean Landolt, far
right, in appreciation of his service, as well as his work to raise funds for the DAV. Photos by
Curtis Schmidt
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with the rank of Lieutenant Commander.
He spent time in the Middle East,

including in Iraq and Kuwait, both war
zones.

At one point he even ended up chasing
pirates in the Indian Ocean. Lindblad’s
ship was, for a while, part of the ongoing
effort to stamp out the rampant piracy off
of the Somali Coast.

“We would either track them down at
sea when they were reported by a vessel
they were harassing, or we’d find them
with radar or aircraft,” he recalls. “They
tended to be a scruffy lot. They were in
good-sized open boats and mostly carried
small arms. When they fought we shot
back with fifty-caliber automatic
weapons.” He continues. “They took
casualties. Thankfully, we didn’t. We
then ended up with prisoners, some of
whom were wounded. As chaplain of the
ship I was chaplain for everyone aboard.
That included prisoners. We had Muslim
seamen aboard so we already had prayer
rugs, and we gathered enough of them to
provide our prisoners with their religious
needs.”

Ultimately the prisoners were turned
over to civil authorities ashore and the
American Navy went back to their patrol
duties.

Lindblad spent a great deal of time
with the Marines. At that point his uni-
form showed him to be a Major in the
Marine Corps, the equivalent of his Navy
rank. He still refers to his charges as
“my” Marines or “my guys,” and it is
clear he enjoyed that part of his career
and held them in the highest respect and
admiration. Stationed on Okinawa with
the Marines, he still recalls with interest
the Japanese culture that he encountered.

Another memorable part of his Navy
career came with the tragedy of 9-11. He
was then stationed at the Merchant
Marine Academy at Kings Point.

“When the tragedy hit I got down there

as quickly as I could,” he says. “I was the
first serving officer on site and I spent
nine days there.”

Father Lindblad is, among his many
skills, a certified New York State
Volunteer Fire Fighter. As a result he
could be quickly accepted by the first
responders on the scene.  They were all in
need of support.

“It was clear to me,” he recalls, “that
we needed more help than was available
and I recalled that we had a hospital ship,
the Comfort, currently in Baltimore
Harbor. I called through to the Chief of
Navy Chaplains, an admiral, at the
Pentagon. The admiral had only one
question for me: ‘What do you need?’ I
told him that we could use the Comfort
with its facilities up here in New York. He
said, ‘Let me see. I’ll get back to you.’
The admiral walked to the office next
door to his, that of the Chief of Naval
Operations. He told him he had a guy on
site in New York. The response in that
office was the same: ‘What do they need
up there?’ The Chief of Chaplains told
him what I’d asked for. The Chief of
Naval Operations didn’t hesitate for even
a second, I was told. He turned to his aide
and said, ‘Do it!’ I had a call back shortly
after that and the hospital ship Comfort
was in New York a couple of days later.”

One of his other postings - this time
with the Coast Guard - put him on Cape
Cod serving every East Coast Coast
Guard station between the Canadian
Border and Northern Jersey.

“It was a lot of travel,” he says. But he
became very familiar with every harbor
and port within his area.

Later he served as Catholic Chaplain
at the Castle Point VA Hospital and
looked after disabled veterans and every-
body else who came through those doors.
Lindblad, himself, is a disabled veteran
due to several injuries from his active
service.

Father Lindblad says Mass on the open back of a vehicle for some of the Marines he served
on Okinawa. Churches aren’t always buildings, and the military makes sure that service 
people have the ability to worship when and if they choose to do so. Courtesy photo

There is at least one more memorable
anecdote from his long career. A retired
Marine, one of the old “China Marines,”
had passed away and asked to be buried
at sea at a certain part of the ocean of off
Japan. The Navy looks after their own,
and this is not completely uncommon.

(Editor’s note: “China Marines” refer
to those who served on the China Station
(Shanghai) as part of the 4th Marine
Regiment anytime between 1927 and
1941.)

“We were steaming to the location and
getting close when, for some mechanical
reason, the ship simply stopped. It would
be a few hours to fix it, so I asked the
bridge exactly where we were. It turned

out we had stopped exactly where that
old Marine had asked to be laid to rest.
Shortly after we committed him to the
deep with a burial at sea ceremony, the
ship managed to get underway again. I
always found that an interesting coinci-
dence.”

He sums up much of his career simply.
“I was always glad to be promoted,”

he says, “but only because as long as I
kept moving up I could keep doing what
I loved doing. The truth, though, is that of
all of the titles that came with the job,
Ensign to Lieutenant Commander, Major
of Marines, whatever. The one that mat-
tered most to me was ‘Father.’That’s why
I was there.”

Priest, Sailor, Marine: A Navy Chaplain’s world is full of adventure
continued from page 1

See our newspapers 
for Veterans Day events 

happening throughout the county.
Come out and show your support 

for our Veterans!
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A Beacon Veteran remembers    
his service in the Vietnam Conflict

By Jim Donick

Jerry Fezza recalls his service with
pride. He graduated from Beacon High
School with the Class of 1965 and was
turned loose on the job market. Two
weeks later he was employed at the
Texaco Research Lab. This was the peri-
od of the Vietnam Conflict and Jerry
knew it was likely only a matter of time
until he would find his Uncle Sam requir-
ing his service. The draft notice came in
April of the following year.

“My Dad, Rocky, told me ‘You are not
going in the Army or Marines. You can
go in the Navy or Air Force.’’

Fezza would have preferred the Army,
as his dad had served in the Army in WW
II and stayed on in the reserves.

“Looking back, I am sure glad I lis-
tened to him.” he says now.

He quickly called the Air Force
recruiter (He had taken the Air Force
qualification exam when he was a senior
in high school). There was no opening in
electronics, where he had the highest
score, but there was opening in the
mechanical field. That's what he signed
up for.

His enlistment date was June 1, 1966.
After basic training and technical

school in Texas where he trained to be a
jet mechanic, Fezza got orders to report
to Eglin AFB, Fort Walton Beach Fla.
There he was assigned to be on a crew
with three other airmen, reporting to a

SSgt with the 4th Tactical Fighter
Squadron (TFS). That team’'s job on the
flight line was to do a preflight of the F-4
Phantom fighter/bomber before takeoff
for training exercises. Once the aircraft
returned, they did a post-flight inspection,
including required general maintenance.

As other squadrons from Eglin were
deployed to Southeast Asia, Jerry Fezza
was reassigned to the 16th, 40th & final-
ly to the 25th TFS.

He remembers it as a great time at
Eglin. They were 20 minutes from the
beach. Every weekend airmen could take
the bus someplace and spend Saturday
and Sunday just enjoying time off.

Fezza’s squadron (now the 25th TFS)
was notified late1967 that they were
going to be deployed to Thailand.

Fezza immediately requested leave to
get back to Beacon so he could marry his
High School sweetheart, Nancy Pavlovic.
Married, she would get about $100 a
month as a dependent.

Jerry and Nancy were married On Jan.
12, 1968 at St. Luke’s Church.

The deployment was delayed until
May 1968 when the 25th was deployed to
the Ubon Royal Thai Air Base (RTAB) in
Thailand.

Upon arrival at the new base, Jerry
Fezza was assigned the aircraft that was
to be “his” as crew chief. He was an E-4
by that time, and he alone was responsi-
ble for that plane. By the time the 25th

This is the F4 Phantom like the ones Jerry Fezza was responsible for while in Thailand and
supporting the Vietnam conflict. Below: Fezza climbs into the cockpit of “his” F4 while doing
maintenance. Courtesy photos

In anticipation of the 100th anniversary of the Veterans Memorial Building on main
St. in Beacon, the Tioronda Garden Club donated a check to be used for beautification
of the building and grounds.

Presenting the check to John MacEnroe, Major (Retired) and treasurer of the
American Legion in Beacon, are Tioronda Garden Club President Geraldine Fuller
and past presidents, who are veterans, Robert Haight and Norm McLeod.

-Courtesy photo

Tioronda Garden Club
donates to Veterans Memorial

Building beautification

continued on page 7
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TFS arrived at Ubon, the squadron’s mis-
sions were mostly bombing sorties. The
F-4’s had specific targets in South Viet
Nam, North Viet Nam & in Laos along
the Ho Chi Minh trail.

So, from May 1968 until May1969, he
was on the flight line six days a week.

In late February 1969 he was trans-
ferred to the 497th TFS, the Nite Owls.
Missions were from 12 midnight until 7
a.m. He notes that “It was sure hard to
adjust to that!”

Jerry Fezza looks back saying “The
year I had there was both enjoyable and
difficult.  It was enjoyable to see the dif-
ferent cultures and people. The water buf-
falo steaks were my favorite meal when I
went downtown. We would go to a club
to have a few drinks and listen to a Thai
band sing the latest American hits.”

He added, “The difficult part is when
our pilots went on a mission - waiting for

them to return. We lost some planes and,
sadly, some pilots too. One of our pilots
was a POW and released in 1973.”

The losses, he recalls, were mostly
from ground-to-air missiles, since dog
fights from the enemy pilots pretty much
ceased in 1967. The MIGs thought better
of attacking after Operation BOLO.
BOLO was a strategic ruse that lured the
MIGs into what they expected to be an
attack on slow and less than agile fighter
bombers. Instead the US sent the best
dog-fighting fighters in our inventory as a
surprise for the attacking MIGs.   The
North Vietnamese lost a number of air-
craft and, more importantly, too many
experienced pilots. After BOLO the
MIGs were less of a threat.

Other than the combat side of his tour,
Fezza recalls the heat, humidity and mon-
soon season were something to deal with.
He notes, though, “I never had it as bad as

our ground troops in the jungles of Viet
Nam.

“I just hope the missions from our base
helped the ground troops when they were
engaging the enemy,” he says.

After a year he got his orders and
departed Thailand for his next base
assignment, Nellis AFB, Las Vegas.

With that, it was back to Beacon. His
wife, Nancy, quit her job at IBM and they
packed a car and headed west.

“There was no GPS in those days,” he
recalls, “so we just had good road maps
to follow.

“I reported to the base and had a few
days to look for an apartment.” he says.
“We found a one-bedroom furnished
apartment for $110 a month. Those were
the days!”

Fezza was disappointed not to be
assigned to the flight line which he pre-
ferred, but instead was assigned to a
maintenance section in a hangar. He was
soon promoted to SSGT (E5) and was
supervisor to a crew of five.

“We were not all that busy with main-
tenance on aircraft,” he remembers, “so,
we eventually went to a four day week.”

At Nellis he was awarded the Air
Force Commendation Medal for his serv-

ice in Thailand.
Jerry and Nancy were at Nellis AFB

from June 69 until April 1970, when he
was honorably discharged.

When April of ’69 arrived, they
packed their car and started home. They
returned to Beacon, where there families
were.

Texaco had held his job for him during
his service years and even credited him
service time toward his retirement for the
years in the Air Force.

They bought a house on Union Street
and raised two children (Jana and Matt)
there.

In 1998 Texaco was downsizing, so
the Fezza family was transferred from
Beacon to Houston. They still come back
regularly.

Jerry Fezza concludes his recollection
by noting that “being in the Air Force
wasn’t as dangerous as the Army and
Marine ground troops, but I hope what
we did helped them whenever they need-
ed air support.”

He notes,”Happy Veterans Day to all,
and please don't ever forget those from
Beacon who made the ultimate sacrifice.

“I’m here to tell my story; they never
could.”
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Dutchess County War Memorial 
Ceremony highlights slate of local 
events to honor military veterans

To honor and show appreciation to
veterans, Dutchess County Executive
William F.X. O’Neil and Adam Roche,
Director the Dutchess County Division of
Veterans’ Services, encourage residents
to attend the County’s Veterans Day cere-
mony at the Dutchess County War
Memorial on Saturday, Nov. 11, at 11
a.m. The Dutchess County War Memorial
is located at John K. Rinaldi Memorial
Park at the intersection of Raymond
Avenue and Main Street in the Town of
Poughkeepsie.

The event will gather local veterans
from several eras and will include an
invocation, benediction, presentation of
colors, and wreath presentation. The
keynote speaker, Virgil Capollari, US Air
Force Veteran and Dutchess County
Veterans Advisory Committee Chair, will
offer remarks.

County Executive O’Neil said,
“Veterans Day is a profound day as we
honor and cherish our nation’s heroes for
their brave and benevolent efforts. I
acknowledge and thank my fellow veter-

ans and will continue to work hard to
make sure the needs of veterans are met
in Dutchess County. There are many
Veterans Day events throughout the
County, and I encourage all residents to
take time to recognize the men and
women that have fought to protect our
freedoms.”

Veterans Day is a national holiday
intended to be a celebration to honor
America’s veterans for their patriotism,
love of country and their service. Local
municipalities throughout Dutchess
County will also host Veterans Day cere-
monies to honor and remember those
who sacrificed so much.

The Dutchess County Division of
Veterans Services reached out to local
municipalities and community organiza-
tions and has compiled a listing of events
taking place on or around Veterans Day.
The event listing, which appears in the
main section of this newspaper, includes
contact information provided for 
additional inquiries.

Dutchess County will host a Veterans Day Ceremony at the county’s War Memorial in
Poughkeepsie on Saturday, Nov. 11. It is one of several events happening throughout the
county to honor our local veterans. Courtesy photo

See our newspapers for a column about Veterans Day
written by Adam Roche, Director of the Dutchess County

Division of Veterans Services.
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